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The Church joins anti-slavery drive 



by Jo Duckies 

THE CHURCH and Thames Valley Police 
are urging Christians to take action 
against the modern day slavery that is rife 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

Thames Valley Police record three 
modern slavery crimes every week 
across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. That statistic was 
released as the force launched its Hidden 
Harm campaign to tackle abuse in the 
region. The Church of England has 
launched the national Clewer Initiative to 
help churches know how to help combat 
slavery. 

The Clewer Initiative is funded by the 
Clewer Sisters, an Anglican order of nuns 
founded in 1852 to help marginalised 
women who found themselves homeless 
and drawn into the sex trade. The sisters 
have been based in Windsor and Begbroke, 
but now live in the grounds of Ripon 
College Cuddesdon. 

Sister Anne Proudley, one of the Clewer 
Sisters, said: “I hope that churches will 
take the Clewer Initiative on and it will 
be rolled out into the parishes so that the 
general public can be made aware that this 
is a much bigger issue than the cases we 
read about in the newspapers. 

“The best way you can help is with 
your ears and eyes. Look out for people 
at the car wash or supermarket. Notice 
their demeanour and speak to them if 
you can. Notice if someone is working in 
a supermarket and is still there at 9pm 
when they started at 8am. Be aware if you 
are someone who uses nail bars or salons. 
If you are living in an area and you keep 
seeing different men coming and going to 
a specific house, always alert the police.” 

Alison Webster, the diocesan social 
responsibility adviser, said: “Many 
churches are already involved with 


homeless people, lonely people, and 
hungry people, all of whom are particularly 
vulnerable to those who exploit people 
with slavery. That’s why it’s important 
for churches to be aware of what modern 
day slavery is and how it’s impacting our 
communities.” 

“.it’s important for 
churches to be aware 
of what modern day 
slavery is ...” 

Det Supt Nick John, Head of TVP’s 
Protecting Vulnerable People unit, said: 
“Modern slavery is happening in this 
country, right here in the Thames Valley. 

In the past two years 120 modern slavery 
crimes have been recorded across our area. 
With offences in every county of the force, 
it’s a stark reminder that this is an offence 
that could happen anywhere, even in your 
community.” 

April McCoig, Thames Vally Police’s 
Anti Slavery Co-ordinator, said: “There 
is potential for churches to be a listening 
ear. Someone might confide in people at 
a church. A lot of slavery happens behind 
closed doors. However a domestic slave 
might leave the house once a week to go 
to church. The church could have a really 
important role to play there. 

“There is a need to not have any 
conversations about slavery in front 
of someone who may be in control of 
someone else. Be mindful that there are 
gang masters involved.” 

There is now also the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Anti-Slavery Network 
which aims to bring together a multi¬ 
agency partnership to raise awareness 


of modern slavery, share good practice 
and identify gaps in the modern slavery 
response in the region. Members include 
representatives from the police, local 
authorities, fire and rescue services, 
charities and faith and community 
groups. 

In Reading The Mustard Tree is a 
Christian social action charity that runs 


the Rahab Project. The project provides 
a night outreach to men and women 
working on the street, offering food, 
drink, contraception and rape alarms 
and gathers information for the police. 
During the day Rahab offers advocacy and 
help with hospital/prison visiting, court 
support and other support. 


To report suspicious activity, call the police 101 number, the Modern Slavery 
Helpline on 08000 121 700 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 

• www.thamesvalley.police.uk/news/campaigns/hidden-harm-campaign/ 

• www.theclewerinitiative.org/ 

• http://www.themustardtree.org/rahab 

• For a fuller story on the Clewer Sisters and their work combatting slavery go to 
www.oxford.anglican.org/slavery 
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Accessories of wood or real stone, 
craft made in northern India. Our 
NGO producer for these utilitarian 
objects exists simply to support the 
artisans. Among other things, sales 
even pay for free medical care for 
whole communities . Buy for yourself, 
or as gifts - your purchase supports 
social progress! Look online or at 
our shop in Woodstock, where many 
more creative ideas also await you. 
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2 News 


Grand re-opening of St Mary's after £500,000 re-vamp 


THE grand re-opening of St Mary 
Magdalene’s Church in Woodstock 
following a £500,000 upgrade took place 
last month. 

The 1,000-year-old building has new 
lighting, heating, electrics and toilets. A 
new servery with a sink, dishwasher and 
fridge has also been installed. Removing 
the pews means the church is now the 
biggest indoor space in the historic town 
centre. 

The project began in 2012 when the 
PCC received two legacies from former 
worshippers. It was inspired by an 
away-day looking at the future vision 
and mission of the church. The world- 
famous Blenheim Palace and the Duke of 
Marlborough made significant donations, 
and individuals have given generously in 
the church and community. A variety of 
grants and community fund-raising events 
also helped pay for the work. 

The last Sunday service was held on 14 
May before the builders, lighting engineers 
and other tradespeople set to work to 


transform the building. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher OBE, led a service of 
rededication in November. The Lord 
Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Tim Stevenson 
OBE, MP Robert Courts, and many 
distinguished guests were at the event. A 
priest from our Swedish partner diocese, 
Vaxjo, also attended. The clerk of works 
reading the lesson and others from the 
building and architects’ teams were 
involved. 

The Revd Canon Adrian Daffern, Team 
Rector of the Blenheim Benefice, said: 
“The building is going to be much more 
flexible. It will be at the centre of the 
local community. The pews have gone 
and we have beautiful new chairs made of 
local wood. Changes to the porch mean 
that access is now easy for people using 
wheelchairs and mobility scooters. We are 
already getting lots of requests for use. 

St Mary Magdalene’s will be a centre for 
the community for the 21st century and 
beyond.” 


Pastures new have a 

A VICAR is poised to return to her place 
of training as she takes up a new post. 

The Revd Anna Harwood is Associate 
Rector at All Saints in Wokingham 
but replaces Revd Simon Howard in 
the parishes of Hurst, Ruscombe and 
Twyford as he becomes chaplain at a 
Christian community in Devon. 

She said: “I loved the parishes and this 
new role gives me the opportunity to 
work with people I worked with before.” 


familiar feel for Anna 

Liverpool-born Anna did Religious 
Studies at Bangor University but never 
planned to be a vicar so became involved 
in youth and community work. 

A postgraduate degree in Ministry 
followed and she was ordained in 2011, 
moving to All Saints in 2014. 

“This new role has come at the right 
time,” she said. “I have gained valuable 
experience at All Saints in managing a 
large and complex church in a big and 
growing town.” 


Chat mats arrive in Caversham 


SOMETIMES a quiet coffee is just the thing 
while at other times the chance to chat can 
make all the difference. Chat Mats at the 
3Cs Cafe in St John’s Church, Caversham, 
Berkshire, ensure both are available every 
Tuesday morning. 

Chat Mats were the brainchild of Caroline 
Billington and spread throughout Newbury. 
Now, as part of the Coffee Companions 
project, they are available from Caversham to 
Cornwall. 

Customers can order their drink and ask 
for a Chat Mat. They put it on their table, 
red side up and the message ‘Not today, 
maybe another time’ ensures they are 
uninterrupted. Leave the green side showing: 
‘Say hello and have a chat’ and a Coffee 
Companion joins them. The idea is to help 
those who may be lonely but find it hard to 
go and break into a new gathering. People of 
all ages at the 3Cs Cafe are using the mats. 

The Revd Penny Cuthbert said: “The Chat 
Mats are a brilliant idea. It’s not always easy 
to tell who would like a chat and who would 
rather be left alone, but the chat mats make 
that clear. The 3Cs cafe is a great place for 
people to meet and make new friendships, 
and we hope the Chat Mats will help that to 
happen.” 


The Cafe, which opens on Tuesdays from 
9.30am to 2pm, has a weekly Companions 
Hour when customers know there will 
be someone to talk to, from 10.30am to 
11.30am. 

Working together, Caversham churches and 
Reading Voluntary Action Champions to End 
Loneliness plan to see if Coffee Companions 
and Chat Mats can be rolled out across all the 
cafes in Caversham. 


Q www.3cscafe.co.uk 
Q www.coffeecompanions.co.uk 


RAF cadet chaplains fly high 


A GROUP of nine Royal Air Force Air Cadet 
chaplains were flying high as guests of 10 
Squadron RAF and the Chaplaincy team at 
RAF Brize Norton. 

The chaplains, who are attached to Air 
Training Corps squadrons in Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire, meet twice a year to discuss 
chaplaincy matters. This time they were 
invited to fly, as passengers, on an air to air 
refuelling mission on a Voyager Aircraft of 10 
Squadron RAF. 

During the flight the chaplains saw six 
Typhoon aircraft from RAF Conningsby, 
refuelling from the Voyager, which is a 
military version of the Airbus 330 aircraft. 

The Revd Adam Carlill, Vicar of Tilehurst St 
George and St Mary Magdalen and Chaplain 
to 381 (Reading) Squadron, said: “It was the 
best ATC padres’ day ever”. ATC chaplains 
are drawn from many denominations and 


are either ordained or licensed lay ministers. 
There are 26 squadrons in the Thames Valley 
with current vacancies for chaplains at 
Banbury, Wokingham, Maidenhead, Oxford 
and Brize Norton. 

For more information email Charles Lewis 

on chaplain.tvw@aircadets.org. 




Peace projects gain national award 

D , --#r » 


From left. Sue Gayle (WPWP Committee), Dr Inderjit Bhogal (winner). Dr Michael 
Bowker (winner). Sue Claydon (WPWP Committee). 


PROJECTS working with refugees and asylum seekers have scooped this year’s 
Wilson-Hinkes Peace Award. 

Wycombe Refugee Partnership (WRP), a multicultural group which supports 
refugee families when they are reunited in the UK, is one winner. The second 
is Dr Inderjit Bhogal, for his pioneering work in initiating the City of Sanctuary 
movement. 

The Wilson-Hinkes Peace Prize is awarded by an inter faith initiative, the 
Week of Prayer for World Peace (WPWP). The prize recognises significant 
contributions in furthering peace, justice and reconciliation. 

WRP trustee Dr Michael Bowker said: "One of the first children we rehoused 
was a little girl from Aleppo. She used to play with her neighbours, but they 
were killed by a bomb. She and her family have been given a safe new home in 
High Wycombe." 

The City of Sanctuary movement has spread across Britain and Ireland, and 
recently launched its first "Sanctuary" building in Sheffield. The Award was 
presented at a service at the Hinde Street Methodist Church in London. Both 
winners received a cheque for £500. 























News 3 


Join the journey towards a common vision 


BISHOP Steven is asking people to 
consider what it means to be a more 
Christ-like Church. He has encouraged 
every parish to dwell deeply in the 
Beatitudes and to share what they’re 
hearing from God. 

“To become a more Christ-like Church, 
we need to listen to what God is telling 
us and see what our churches and 
communities are doing across the diocese. 
Three strands of work are underway 
to help that process,” he says. “We’ve 
published a new Beatitudes study guide, 
available to buy now. A second study, 
which looks at Lazarus, will be available 
for Lent.” 

Across the diocese, three meetings are 
planned for early 2018 to talk and pray 
into a common vision for a more Christ- 
like Church. 


Save the dates in your diary now: 

• If you live in Berkshire - Saturday 3 
March 

• If you live in Buckinghamshire Saturday 
24 March 

• If you live in the Oxford area Saturday 
19 May 

There are also six new focus areas for 
the diocese as clergy and lay people alike 
explore what is happening already, and 
what might contribute to becoming a more 
Christ-like Church. 

• Making a difference in the world 

• Growing the local church 

• New churches and communities 

• Serve our schools 

• Invest in Milton Keynes 

• Renew discipleship and ministry. 


What does it mean to be a contemplative, 
compassionate and courageous Church? 
Email your thoughts and ideas to 


commonvision@oxford.anglican.org or fill 
in the form on the common vision web 
page www.oxford.anglican.org 


Young people shaping the vision 


BISHOP Steven is inviting young people 
across the Diocese to a Youth Forum on 
Saturday 24 February, 2018 from 10am- 
1pm (including lunch). 

"The event will be based around 
community, conversation, fun and 
food," says Bishop Steven. "I want us 
to explore what it means to be a more 
contemplative, compassionate and 
courageous church for young people 
now and in the future. It would be 
great to have young people from every 


deanery, with youth leaders across the 
diocese. Invitations will go out to those 
who are interested in the very near 
future." 

The Youth Forum is for young people 
of Secondary School age. If you'd like to 
know more then please contact Ian on 
ian.macdonald@oxford.anglican.org or 
01865 208253 or Paul Cowan on paul. 
cowan@oxford.anglican.org or 01865 
208221. 


First school joins new diocesan trust 

THE first opening celebration for a school joining the Oxford Diocesan Bucks Schools 
Trust (ODBST) took place in Chesham last month. Attended by the Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, the Bishop of Buckingham, as the Chairman of ODBST; the mayor of Chesham, 
Cllr Emily Culverhouse and a range of headteachers, governors and friends, pupils 
and staff celebrated with an opening assembly. 

Vice chair of governors, Stan Barton, told the pupils: "We are celebrating a very 
special occasion in the history of our school. Thomas Harding Junior School has now 
become an academy. We know that becoming an academy will help to support all of 
our children and families, both now and in the future." 

Pupils sang and described the way they all worked hard to meet the school's values 
to aspire to great things with a theme of 'reaching for the stars'. 

Jan Burgess, the headteacher, reminded pupils and guests that Chesham children 
had been learning in theThomas Harding buildings for 105 years and that joining 
ODBST was a part of that journey in providing outstanding education for the families 
in the Chesham area for another 105 years. 


An illuminating partnership in Wexham 


A PARTNERSHIP design and technology 
project between a school and a church has 
produced illuminating results. 

A cross that is now hung in St Mary’s, 
Wexham, was recently designed and 
produced by students from Wexham School 
Sports College, nearby. 

“It had been on my mind for a long time 
that we didn’t have a Christian symbol in 
the hall,” said the Revd Mary Kent, the 
priest-in-charge at St Mary’s. “I took it to 
the PCC and they agreed so I approached 
the school. The teacher thought it was a 
wonderful thing to do.” 

Pupils, dressed in business suits, 
visited the hall with the school’s head 
of technology, Brett Pearson. They took 
measurements and listened to what the 
PCC wanted as a piece of symbolism. 

Using craft and technology skills, those 
who wished produced designs which were 
taken back to the PCC so members could 
decide which one they wanted. 

“We chose a plain cross with a nice bevel 
on it. They went away and made it and gave 
it to us towards the end of last term. With 
the lighting they put around the back of 
it, it looks amazing because of the way the 
shadows fall. No one could have planned 
for that,” added Mary. “It’s been great for 
building relationships with the school too.” 

Lawrence Smith, headteacher at Wexham 
Park, said: “I was delighted when we were 
asked if we would like to design and make a 
symbol for the church hall. 



Students, teachers and clergy at the 
unveiling of the cross. Photo: Dane 
Haverley 


The students and teacher put a number 
of designs together and the favoured one 
was actually a collaboration between the 
students and Brett himself. It has provided 
my students with an opportunity to design 
and create something special and we are 
thrilled that the Revd Mary Kent is really 
happy with it. Hopefully further projects 
can follow on in the future.” 


Boating Babs is Newbury's new chaplain 



A NEW waterways chaplain has started 
work ministering to those who live along 
the Kennett and Avon Canal in Newbury 
and beyond. 

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, met Babs Davis, who 
recently moved her narrowboat to 
Newbury, to join the Waterways Chaplains 
project on the Berkshire section of the 
canal. Bishop Andrew met Babs to find 
out more about the growing need for the 
Waterways Chaplaincy. The chaplaincy, 
which serves 2,000 miles of navigable 


inland waterways in Britain, is busier than 
ever because of the growing UK housing 
crisis. This has seen more and more people 
living on boats, many being pushed out of 
London and along the Kennet and Avon 
Canal through Berkshire. 

Babs said: “It was an exciting prospect to 
be asked to head up this new initiative in 
the Newbury area. We have been warmly 
welcomed by many of the boaters after 
moving here and it is a privilege to be able 
to serve them.” 


St James'wins national Green award 

WINNING a Church Times Green Church 
Award was a "wow" moment for Ed 
Sampson, the church warden at St 
James' Finchampstead in Berkshire. 

The church was awarded £1,000 for 
its work to convert scrubland into a 
biodiverse churchyard extension and 
garden of remembrance. Now a wildlife 
haven, the garden features bat boxes, 
bee hotels and wild flowers. The judges 
praised the range of small measures, 
the celebration of diversity and the 
community engagement. Pictured right 
is Bishop Andrew at the consecration of the churchyard in 2016. The first burial on the 
newly converted land took place in October. 

Ed travelled to Lambeth Palace for the prestigious awards ceremony. Ed said: "There 
were so many deserving cases. I set off thinking there was no chance of us winning. 
When they announced St James' had won I nearly fell off my chair." 

He described the project, which saw volunteers clear 10ft high brambles and nettles 
to get it level for burials. "It is hoped that the prize money will be used for more 
landscaping work to help the churchyard fit in with the local scenery." 
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Please give what you can: 

visit www.tearfund.org/givedouble 

or call 020 3906 3906. 


Registered with 


FUNDRAISING 

REGULATOR 


Your gift of £31 DOUBLED could provide a 
woman like Petula with the support and skills to 
develop a business and provide for her family. 


Matching your 
donations with 


UKaid 


Petula’s life has been torn apart. She is one of 2.6 million 
people in urgent need as a result of violent conflict in the 
Central African Republic. Homes, livelihoods and entire 
villages have been destroyed. Loved ones have been lost. 


Every pound you give today to help people like Petula 
around the world will be DOUBLED by the UK government. 


Fairer 

Finance 

GOLD RIBBON 


Choose award-winning home 
insurance for a fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of home 
insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints handling and 
being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent standard of cover and 
levels of service we offer you. 


Home insurance Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 


(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 


25% OFF 

Work or volunteer in 
the church? 

Take out Contents and 
Buildings insurance together 
online and save 25°/o* 


When it feels irreplaceable, trust ^r r l rva asHral 
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Resources 


Help national Christmas campaign reach record numbers 



THE Church of England has launched its 
new #GodWithUs Christmas campaign. 

Last years Joy to the world campaign 
was a huge success, reaching 1.5 million 
people and, in November, won gold at 
Communicate Magazines Digital Impact 
Awards. 

Archbishop Justin Welby has written the 
introduction to the reflective Godwithus - 
Your Christmas Journey guide. 

He wrote: “The constant refrain of 
Christmas, in carols and readings, is that 
God is with us. In whatever situations you 
find yourself this Christmas, God is with 
you - you need only turn to him and ask to 
know his presence”. 

The Godwithus campaign has three key 
elements: 

1. Three videos that tell the story of 
the joy of going to your local church 
at Christmas. These will be released 
throughout December on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 

2. The new A Church Near You, a national 
church finder, launched in November. 

This points people to a Christmas service 
or event taking place in one of the 16,500 
Church of England churches. 


3. Your Christmas Journey, a series of 
short reflections throughout December 
and into early January, introduced by 
Archbishop Welby. The reflections have 
been written for people who are new to 
faith and to help us all grow in our love of 
God. People can receive the messages as 
texts, emails, on social media, and Church 
House Publishing have produced a booklet 
which would be ideal for churches to give 
to those attending Advent and Christmas 
services. 

A targeted social media campaign in 
addition will aim to drive attendance and 
engagement with the campaign. There are 
five simple ways in which churches and 
individuals are asked to get involved. 


1. Access church Christmas resources 
(including posters) by going to www. 
churchofengland.org/christmas. 

2. Share the content posted by the 
Church on Twitter, Instagram and 
Facebook throughout November and 
December. 

3. Order copies of the Your Christmas 
Journey reflections from Church House 
Publishing to give out to those attending 
an event or service at your church during 
Advent and Christmas. These can be 
ordered at www.chpublishing.co.uk/ 
godwithus. 

4. Sign up and get your friends and 
family to join the Your Christmas Journey 


reflections by texting Godwithus to 88802 

5. If you are an editor on A Church 
Near You please go in and update your 
Christmas service information. 

Campaign organisers are hoping to see a 
record number of people visit a Church of 
England church this Christmas, and our 
prayer is that the #GodWithUs campaign 
will help play its part in achieving this. 

For more information on A Church Near 

You go to www.achurchnearyou.com/ 


Make your Christmas shopping fair 



[lOSDON TRANSPORT I 


IT’S a joy to give gifts that you know will 
please the recipient. It’s an even greater joy 
when you also know that the people who 
made the gifts were paid and treated fairly. 

Buying locally from known suppliers is 
one way of ensuring such a double benefit. 
Another is Fair Trade - and it’s never been 
easier to find and order Fair Trade goods, 
whether you’re doing so as an individual or 
as a church. 

Local Fair Trade shops offer a broad 
selection from both well-known Fair 
Trade retailers such as Traidcraft and 
smaller producers. Oxford’s Fair Trade at 
St Michael’s, for example, buys from over 
70 different suppliers, covering everything 
from jewellery to fine foods to home 
decorations and stationery. 



In addition to individual gifts, several 
Fair Trade shops, including Headington’s 
Windmill Shop and Faringdon’s Mustard 
Seed, offer Christmas hampers. 

If you’d like to offer a Fair Trade gift 
stall at your church, the area’s network of 
Fair Trade retailers and Fair Traders can 
offer sale-or-return stalls. Let them know 
the kind of goods you want, and they give 
you a selection fully priced and ready to 
sell. There’s no outlay for the church: you 
simply return the money from sales and 
whatever goods are left unsold. 

Another way of ordering is to circulate 
Traidcraft catalogues within your church, 
gather orders and give them either to a 
Traidcraft Fair Trader in your congregation 
or to a Fair Trader near you. The goods 
are delivered to a central point (orders in 
Milton Keynes, for example, can be picked 
up at Christ the Cornerstone) or directly 
to the location your church designates, 
so that people can pick them up at a 
convenient time. 


Want more information about any of 
these options? Please contact Maranda St 
John Nicolle, diocesan World Development 
Adviser, on maranda@ccow.org.uk or 


01235 851763. 



Win audio prayer times - Countdown to Christmas 


COUNTDOWN to Christmas is a series of 22 audio prayer times to guide you through 
Advent. 

It's produced online by Discovering Prayer, which has helped over 3000 people get 
going and keep going with prayer. "Discovering Prayer is an oasis where I go and I 
immerse myself in the wonders of God, and I've never discovered a way to do this 
routinely before," says Tim Pottle from Oxford. 

Join us and take time to put the most important things first in Discovering Prayer's 
Countdown to Christmas. Twenty two audio tracks you can listen to online to help 
you take time out to deepen your relationship with God. 

You can pray at a time to suit you — even 10 minutes is enough to get you started. 
You can also choose how frequently you join in — once a week, three times a week 
or every day! 

The Door has two tickets for enrolment into Countdown to Christmas for Advent 
2017. For a chance to win send your answer to the question: How many people 
have participated in Discovering Prayer? Send your answers, with your name and 
address to reception@oxford.anglican.org or Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, 
Kidlington 0X5 IGF.The closing date for entry is 8 December 2017. 

To try out a free audio prayer time that's part of Countdown to Christmas go to 
discoveringprayer.com/advent 


Competition winners 

The winners of the prize draw in the November issue of the Door are Anne Cherry of 
South Leigh, George Pulford of Kidlington and Ms Y. Mitchell of Staines-upon-Thames. 
They each win a copy of the Q & A Bible Verse 5 Year Journal 
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Unlocking people... releasing potential 


You can t change your past, but 
you can change your future 


After a lifetime of drug use, crime and violence, two days spent alone in the woods 
was the turning point for Jonathan. This is his story... 

Jonathan is 33 years old. His Mum and Dad were separated when he was young. They 
both loved him, but living between them created a ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ existence 
for him from an early age. 

“Dad lived a hard, Irish-traveller’s life with crime and violence. Mum was 
more conventional, softer, and she ingrained in me some morals and 
a desire to help people,” says Jonathan. 

Aged 12, he was violently beaten. “I told no-one what had really 
happened,” says Jonathan, “I was afraid my Dad would kill them 
and get put away in prison.” 

Jonathan vowed that ‘no-one will ever be able to do that to 
me again’, and he chose to become violent himself, keeping 
people away, and using drugs to mask the inner trauma of 
what had happened and the lifestyle he was now leading. 

“I was two different people,” he says, “with Mum I was 
softer, more ‘normal’; with Dad’s family I was a nasty 
criminal. I preferred the nasty me, because no-one could 
hurt me.” 

At 16 he began working as a welder. He was good at it, 
and travelled the world on major jobs, becoming a project 
manager. All the time, he was hiding a heroin and crack 
cocaine addiction. During the next 10 years he had more than 
one brush with death; a gun put into his mouth backfired, 
and then he was made to dig his own grave at gunpoint. 

“In the end, they let me live, saying it was out of respect for 
my (by then dead] Dad. When they left me, in the woods, I sat by 
a tree for two days thinking about my life. I thought about what 
made me happy, and it was whenever I was helping people. I didn’t 
want to be the nasty version of me anymore.” 

A day later, he quit his job, gave up everything and went to his local drugs 
team for help. He got onto a 12 step programme and made progress, despite 


his Dad’s family breaking down the door and dragging him out of his first meeting. “I 
embarrassed them with my addiction.” 

Jonathan was awarded funding for rehab. “The interview panel said it was a miracle,” he says. 
He found Gilead online with his drugs worker, and was accepted onto the course, 
i already knew why I did drugs, to block out the demons of my past and 
my lifestyle. Gilead showed me they could help me defeat those, so 
I didn’t need to defend myself anymore. They let me build trust in 
them before they even began to deal with those issues. I love 
doing the farm work, I’m a hard worker; and I was attracted to 
the Christian aspect of Gilead from the start. I believed in God, 
but did not want to ask His forgiveness while I was still doing 
the things I did. I destroyed other people’s lives, as well as 
my own.” 

That was back in February 2017. Now, Jonathan is clean, 
and his life has been greatly healed and restored. It’s an 
ongoing process, and it has not been easy: “I’d say to 
anyone thinking of rehab, here or anywhere, you have to 
be 100% committed and want to change. If not, forget 
it. I’d recommend Gilead. What they have works, but you 
have to give it time.” 

Jonathan has decided he wants to train to help others who 
have experienced similar problems, at Gilead, so he plans 
to stay on after he finishes the course this year. “I was asked 
once if I would change my past life. Well, I wouldn’t wish it on 
anyone, but I wouldn’t change it - I wouldn’t be me, and now I 
can help other people out of the same things.” 

Jonathan’s story may sound extreme, but there are many more 
people struggling just like him. He now has the potential to become 
a valuable part of the Gilead team, helping others find freedom - you 
can help, too, by becoming one of our Twelve12 Partners, or asking your 
church to become one of our Twentyfour12 Partners - please consider it, 
and thankyou for reading Jonathan’s story. 



Please consider standing with Gilead while we help many more people like Jonathan 


YES! I WANT TO BE A TWELVE12 PARTNER! 

Title:_First Name:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 


_Postcode:. 

Organisation/Company (if applicable): 


Telephone:_ 

Email:_ 

Name:_ 

Name of Bank: 
Bank address: 


_Postcode: 

Account No:_ 

Sort Code:_ 



Twelve pounds, for 12 months, to change a life for good... 


By donating £12 a month for 12 months, you can support someone just 
like Jonathan, as they make their difficult 12 month transition into a 
restored life, at Gilead. 


We would also value your prayers for everyone at Gilead, so as a 
Twelve12 partner we can email you monthly prayer updates too. 

To join in ourTwelve12 campaign and help restore someone’s life for 
good, please fill out the partner form and send it to us via the address 
below. We’ll send you a ‘loyalty card’ with the name of the person you will be 
supporting at the start, and you can mark off the 12 months as you go (a handy 
reminder if you become a prayer partner!) 


Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £12 or £_ 

(amount of your choice] from my account on 
[dd/mm/yy]:_/_/_ 

Then monthly until [dd/mm/yy]_/_/_(12 months] 

Pay this sum to Gilead Foundations 

Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14 

Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY 


Signed Date DI01217 


Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current 
UK taxpayer. In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below: 

n I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years to Gilead Foundations 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify the charity if you: want to cancel this declaration, 
change your name or home address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the 
higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your 
Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 


Please return this form to 
Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, 
Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ 

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 

Email: admin@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk 

Registered in England 

No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee 

Registered Charity No: 1002909 


If you’re a church leader and want your church to support Gilead, our Twentyfour12 Partners 
commit to help for a year in a similar way, with £24 per month or one-off donation of £288 




















































A Beatitudes hymn 7 


I attempt 
to write at 
least one 
new hymn 
every year 
as the verse 
for my 
Christmas 
card, writes 
Bishop 
Steven. 

'm under no illusion that they will 
endure. I love words and enjoy 
crafting them in different ways. The 
satisfaction is as much in the writing as 
in the singing. 

The text I have spent the most time 
with this year is Matthew 5.1-10: the 
Beatitudes from the Sermon on the 
Mount. I've recently asked every 
community in the Diocese of Oxford 


to spend some time dwelling in this 
text and exploring what it means as we 
seek to be a more contemplative, more 
compassionate and more courageous 
church. A hymn is one way of dwelling in 
the text. 

Each half verse takes one Beatitude as its 
theme. It's not a translation of the words 
but a reflection on them and especially 
on the idea that the Beatitudes offer us a 
self portrait of Christ. 

“...the Beatitudes offer 
us a self portrait of 
Christ” 

I'm not a musician so I always write to a 
particular and well known tune. The tune 
this year is Blaenwern, best known as the 
setting for Charles Wesley's magnificent 
hymn, Love Divine. Hum it to yourself 
as you read the words. One organist 


in the diocese, in Winslow, has already 
suggested Abbot's Leigh as an alternative 
(and it may in fact be better). You're 
welcome to reproduce the hymn and use 
it if it's helpful. Let me know how it goes. 

Gracious Lord ' our hands are empty 
Beggars seeking life and grace 
Graft our lives into your own life 
Gift your Spirit in this place 
Hearts of stone we lift for blessing 
Hearts of flesh we seek anew 
Help our eyes see with compassion 
Comforter ; our joy renew 

Servant Lord ' you came in meekness 
Stooping low to show our worth 
Banish pride; restore love's sweetness 
Help us heal your wounded earth 
Give us hunger for your kingdom 
Thirst to see your ways prevail 
Satisfy our hope for justice 
Make us lights which will not fail 


Living Lord ' your name is mercy, 

Love made flesh in life and word 
Kindness shown to the unworthy 
Grace which can be touched and heard 
Pure in heart, you offer wholeness 
Open eyes that cannot see 
Win for all complete forgiveness 
Come to set your people free 

Son of God we seek your healing 
Over this fragmented globe 
Mend our lives, our homes, our nations 
Making peace, one seamless robe 
Help your church to be courageous 
Joined in your eternal search 
For the lost, the least, the helpless 
Make us more a Christ-like Church 

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft is the Bishop 
of Oxford. 

Our new three session course for small 
groups on the Beatitudes can be ordered 
at https://store.oxford.anglican.org/ 



“Do not be afraid...” 



The Ven. Olivia Graham reflects 
on what it meant for Jesus and 
his disciples to be courageous. 

esus sent his disciples off across the 
lake while he stayed behind to dismiss 
the crowd and spend the rest of the 
day in prayer. By evening, the weather 
had already turned, and the disciples’ boat, 
far out on the sea, was heading into the 
wind, and already being battered by huge 
waves. They had obediently done what he 
had told them, set off into a calm sea to 
cross the five miles to Genesaret. And now 
they felt very alone. 

After hours of wrestling with the boat, 
and mounting anxiety about whether they 
would ever see the shore again, a strange, 
ghostly sight in the dim light of very early 
morning. A figure seems to glide towards 
them. They are by now cowering in the 
doomed boat, the sails torn, the mast 
down, their faces transfixed by fear. What 
new terror is this? “Take heart. Do not 
be afraid, it is I”; they’ve heard that voice 
before. Peter has a rush of courage: “If it’s 
really you, tell me to come to you over the 
water.” One word: “Come.” We know the 
rest of the story. It was inevitable really, 
two steps and then he made the nearly 
fatal mistake of letting his brain catch up 
with his feet. But his first response was 
wholehearted, full of courage. 

Sieger Koder captures the moment that 
Peter slips under the water and he paints 
the clasped hands almost like a rope. But 
look carefully at the construction of this 
rope, it is made of three right hands. Who 
else is this lifeline being thrown to? 

I wonder if you can see yourself in that 
little group in the boat, feel the mad 
thumping of the water on the keel (or is 
it your heart?), see Jesus come into focus 
in the gloom, and hear him call you? 
“Come.” To what is he drawing, inviting 
you, and how long will you think about it 
before you step out into an unfamiliar and 
unpredictable new reality? The danger lies 
in the not knowing where it will lead and 
how it will end: a journey of faith begins 
with that first step into the unknown. It’s 
sometimes best done in a rush of pure, 


wholehearted trust. Mary shows us the 
way, with her ‘yes’. 

How can we be a courageous Church; 
a Church which responds to the voice 
of Christ, calling us as his Body here on 
earth? This little boat is full of fearful, 
storm-blown, doubting, frail humans, 
and we are being asked not to cling to its 


security. It’s no good staying in the boat, 
being ‘brave’ from within the safe enclave 
of Sunday morning routines and the 
security of like-minded Bible study groups 
and ‘churchy’ activities. 

That is not answering the call to be 
courageous. 

To be courageous is to challenge the 


anxiety and complacency which so often 
beset us, to listen to God and to the world 
and to build the Kingdom. God tells us 
countless times in the Bible not to be 
afraid... and yet we hold back, fearful 
of change and what it will mean for all 
that we hold dear. “Do not be afraid, it is 
I.” When we are sure of who we are and 
whose we are, our hearts will be strong and 
unafraid, and we will step out of the boat 
in trust, knowing that his hand is strong 
to save. Listen, listen, what is that voice 
saying? 

‘Take heart. Do not be afraid, it is V 

Do not retreat into your private world, 

That place of safety, sheltered from the storm, 

Where you may tend your garden, seek your 
soul, 

And rest with loved ones where the fire burns 
warm. 

To tend a garden is a precious thing, 

But dearer still the one where all may roam, 
The weeds of poison, poverty and war, 

Demand your care, who call the earth your 
home. 

To seek your soul it is a precious thing, 

But you will never find it on your own, 

Only among the clamour, threat and pain 
Of other people's need will love be known. 

To rest with loved ones is a precious thing, 
But peace of mind exacts a higher cost, 

Your children will not rest and play in quiet, 
While they still hear the crying of the lost. 

Do not retreat into your private world, 

There are more ways than firesides to keep 
warm; 

There is no shelter from the rage of life, 

So meet its eye, and dance within the storm. 

Kathy Galloway, Iona Community, 1989 














Advertising 


No organist? Problem solved! 


Hymnal Plus is the ultimate 
worship music solution. 

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button! 

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation. 

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 

churches across the UK. £1999 inc VAT 

HymnalPlus 8 

For your FREE demo CD... 

Call: Freephone: 0800 043 0503 
visit: www.hymnfechnology.com 




enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emmett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


COMMUNION LINEN 


The finest purificators, palls, lavabo 
towels, corporals - at affordable prices 

Made by Zimbabwe Mothers’ Union 
In support of its outreach work in 
the Anglican church there. 

MATABELELAND CHURCH LINENS 
11 Margetts Close,Kenilworth,CV8 1EN 
Email: matabelelinens@gmail.com 
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Building Conservation UK Ltd 



Restoration and Conservation of 
Churches and Listed Buildings 

• Decoration • Lime Wash • 

• Painting • Rendering • 

• Lead Work • Stone Masonry • 

• Stone & Brick Cleaning • 

• Building Restoration & Repairs • 

• Roofing & Guttering • 


R 


0800 052 1030 

www.buildingconservationukltd.com 

buildingcons ervationltd@hotmail. com 

We work on Public Churches and Listed 
Buildings, through extensive Conservation Works, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Exmouth, Wales, London, 
Norfolk, Blyth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Bexhill- 
on-Sea and numerous other Cities and Villages 
throughout the United Kingdom. 

Estimates and Advice FREE without obligation. 



As Advent begins the Door 
provides a reflection on the 
season, by the Rt Revd Sarah 
Mullally. 

T he Advent wind begins to stir 
with sealike sounds in our Scotch 
fir; Ids dark at breakfast, dark at 
tea, 

And in between we only see Clouds 
hurrying across the sky 

And rainwet roads the wind blows dry 
And branches bending to the gale Against 
the skies all silverpale. 


A season of deep shadows 


J ohn Betjeman describes with great skill 
the mood of December in Britain. 

Shadows gathering, wind and rain 
demanding houses be warmed and 
curtains be drawn. Advent is a time 
of deep and dark shadows. The sun is 
becoming increasingly shortlived in our 
sky, and when the storm clouds come with 
one weather system on top of another we 
wonder if it is ever going to shine again. 

This is the season when light is scarce and 
shadows and darkness reign. We recognise 
their presence and come face to face with 
them throughout our world and in our 
personal lives too. The shadows of the 
world - terrorism, political uncertainty and 
financial challenge - and the shadows of 

personal lives - shadows of death or illness, 
unemployment or broken relationships. 

Into these shadows Betjemans poem 
proclaims: ‘The Advent bells call out ‘Prepare, 

Your world is journeying to the birth 
Of God made Man for us on earth .’ 

The Advent voice calls to us across the 
centuries through Scripture. It is the call of 
God, a call of salvation and a call of hope. 

Jesus belonged to a world where theology 
and politics went hand in hand. The Jews 
believed that God was the only God, and 
that they were Gods chosen people. They 
lived with the promises of forgiveness 
articulated by Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
speaking of liberation, salvation and hope. 

It was into this world, on tiptoe with 
expectation, that we waited for Jesus to 
begin announcing that Israels God was 
now at last becoming king to bring salvation 
and hope to all people. 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! 
Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they 
see 

the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes 
of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. 

Depart, depart, go out from there! 

Touch no unclean thing; 

go out from the midst of it, purify yourselves, 


you who carry the vessels of the Lord. 

For you shall not go out in haste, and you shall 
not go in flight; 

for the Lord will go before you, 

and the God of Israel will be your rearguard. 

(Isaiah 52.7-12) 

And from across Scripture and time the 
Advent bells call out about our salvation 
and hope; it is a call that brings light into 
the shadows: ‘The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness’ (Isaiah 9.2). 
It is a call that sees justice restored: 

For a child has been born for us... and there 
shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness 

from this time onwards and for evermore. 
(Isaiah 9.6-7) 

It is a call of peace and of hope. It is a call 
which proclaims that we have the right 
to be called children of God. It is a call of 
salvation which is not just to be celebrated 
- it is a call to be proclaimed. It is this hope 
which makes a good Advent. 

As we enter Advent we risk being drawn 
into sentimentality - finding ourselves 
looking to our ‘traditions’, as if they 
provide us with our central heating, and 
closing our curtains on the world - so that 
we can find that warm safe place. As we 
enter Advent we risk withdrawing from 
the world as if we are able to avoid our 
shadows and the shadows of the world. A 
good Advent rather recognizes the shadows 
and that the light has come into the world. 

A good Advent recognizes that the light is 
coming into the world again and again and 
that the darkness will not over come it. 

To prepare ourselves for a good Advent 
is to be ready with our lamps lit just like 
those who are waiting for their master’s 
return from the wedding banquet (Luke 
12.35-48). 


A time of waiting 


I n the wake of the act of terrorism in 
Paris at the end of November 2015 I 
found myself outside the Civic Centre in 
Exeter walking towards the Cathedral along 
with members of the Muslim community 
and Christian community, with those of 
faith and of no faith, to stand in silence 
outside the Cathedral as an act of solidarity, 
of peace and of hope. As we walked, we 
journeyed through the Christmas market 
as it opened and we walked under the 
Christmas lights as they were turned on. 

It was clear that for everyone but the 
Church, Christmas had arrived. We don’t 
like waiting - not even for Christmas. And 
although waiting is countercultural, the 
Church enters four weeks of waiting - the 
season of Advent with its candles, carols, 
liturgy and readings as the world has already 
found Christmas. A good Advent is to hold 
Advent in a Christmas world. 

Advent tells us we must wait. Lifting 
us beyond the routine and the obvious, 
Advent invites us to watch, to expect the 
unexpected and to live in hope today. 

The church fathers did not pick 25 
December to celebrate the birth of Christ 
because they thought it was the actual 
day Mary gave birth, but because that was 
the time when the pre-Christian people 
were celebrating the new birth of the sun. 
Christians, believing Jesus to be the true 
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light of the world, thought this would be a 
perfect time to celebrate his birth. 

Our ancestors had ways to woo the sun 
god back. They would halt their normal 
activity, bring a wheel from their cart into 
their home and decorate it with greenery 
and candles (the origins of our Advent 
wreath). Then they would wait and pray 
for the return of the great light. So strong 
was their faith that, year after year, they 
succeeded in wooing it back! 

Throughout the Gospels Jesus prepares 
the disciples for shadows. He prepares them, 
trying to help them understand that life in 
this broken world is going to be difficult. 

But in offering us a picture of deep shadows 
he also offers a picture of hope - Jesus 
comes to us. 

We wait, living in hope, not only because 
God became incarnate in the Christ child, 
nor simply because the Christ promises to 
come yet again. We live in hope because 
Christ’s reign is among us now. He promises 
to become incarnate in you and me as we 
live by God’s Spirit, as we bear God’s Spirit, 
as we embrace our future as God’s future, 
working for justice and seeking peace, not 
simply for ourselves, but for everyone. 

Advent, like Lent, is a time of waiting. 

Both are seasons of preparation, but Lent 
and Advent are not the same. Lent is for self 
examination, a stripping away of the layers 
with which we have covered ourselves, 
whatever they are, seeing the truth about 
ourselves. Advent is a time not to examine 
ourselves but to examine God, to look for 
God and his hope. So the season is full 
of the imagery of God breaking into the 
settled ways of the world, and it matters 
a lot less whether we know what is wrong 
with ourselves than that we know the hope 
of God. 

At the start of Advent each year Salisbury 
Cathedral holds its ‘From darkness into 
light’ service over three evenings. Out of 
total darkness and silence, the much loved 
service builds to a climax with the 750 year- 
old building ablaze with more than 1,300 
candles. The Cathedral’s Advent services 
are a unique blend of theatre and worship, 
inspired by ancient liturgical and musical 
traditions. A candlelit procession of 32 
cathedral choristers, accompanied by adult 
singers, wends its way around the medieval 
building, pausing among the congregation 
to sing. From the West Gallery high above 
the nave the sound of the all girls plainsong 
choir floats above the congregation. 

A chorister’s solo at the start contrasts 
with a congregation of nearly 2,000 as 
they give voice to the great Advent hymns. 
The Canon Precentor, the Revd Tom 
Clammer, talks about how the human voice 
raised in song is extraordinarily powerful 
and perfectly expresses the emotion and 
expectation of Advent, a time when we 
begin the spiritual journey towards renewal. 
The candles are a moving symbol of new life 
and the procession a fitting expression of 
the pilgrimage through the year. 

‘From darkness into light’ represents the 
journey of a good Advent: the world is on 
a journey from darkness to light, and we 
rejoice in that light. We don’t pretend that 
there isn’t darkness, and the things that 
thrive in darkness and the horrors which it 
encompasses. But we know that darkness 
does not exist in itself: it is the absence 
of something - of light - so one light, one 
single light, shatters the darkness, however 
deep it is, and lights the way to itself. 
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Walking with those who have 
waited 


A s we walk through our Advent 
journey, we join with the 
lectionary readings which 
remind us that Gods people 
are people who travel in hope waiting for 
his kingdom to be seen in full. For a good 
Advent it would be well for us to travel with 
them, the patriarchs, the prophets, John the 
Baptist and the Virgin Mary. 

Speaking uncomfortable truth, especially 
to powerful people, was one of the key roles 
of the prophets. Some of them may, like 
Nathan, have been at court, among and 
consorting with the rulers. But no genuine 
prophet would merely have been of the 
establishment, saying what these people 
wanted to hear. The prophets were often 
the unwelcome voice of their religion; they 
were unpredictable, believing they were 
appointed by God. Their behaviour was 
marked by speaking poetically and using 
unfamiliar metaphors; by talking about the 
future and the intervention of God; and 
with the criticism of authority you find in 
Micah, in Isaiah, in Jeremiah and in many 
others down to John the Baptist many 
hundreds of years later. 

They were an unsettling presence, 
and so they were often unwelcome, 
frequently paying a high personal price 
for their vocation. They were crying out in 
conscience. Its as if someone is sitting on 
the shoulder of the people and shouting - 
look around you and see what is going on! 
Look at your society, look at your religion 
and look at your heart! 

Their challenge to us in Advent is to ask 
ourselves: “How do we use the power that 
we have? Our social relationships, our 
working structures, our use of wealth and 
influence, our politics and the systems of 
our society: do these things honour God or 
are they self serving? Do we honour God 
with our lives or only with our lips?” 

“...a faith which fails to 
shape our immediate 
world is worth nothing” 

John the Baptist stood in the tradition 
of Isaiahs vision of Gods kingdom, and 
he urges us to hold fast to an active and 
prophetic religion. That means promoting 
the practice of faith in all spheres of our life 
so that the light can break into the darkness 
and we can flourish as Gods creatures. A 
faith which fails to shape our immediate 
world is essentially idle; a faith without 
action is worth nothing. Just like John it 
is our vocation as individuals and as the 
Church to witness to Christ. Karl Barth 
used the altarpiece in a church sanctuary in 
Isenheim, Germany, as a visual image of the 
role of the Church. It depicts the meeting 
of John and Jesus on the banks of the 
Jordan, with Johns distorted index finger 
pointing to Jesus. In a single picture, we see 
the mission of the Church. 

On the last Sunday of Advent we think 
about Mary as a forerunner, looking forward 
to the Incarnation and the reality that God 
incarnates not in a palace or through princes 
but through the powerless. The Methodist 
Contemporary Art Collection contains 
a piece by Jyoti Sahi, The Dalit Madonna 
(2000). The artist has sought to illuminate 


the Christian faith through the cultural 
traditions of India. The figure of Mary and 
her son, Christ, are seen in relation to the 
symbol of the grinding stone which can be 
found in every traditional Indian home and 
is often secured in the ground. The grinding 
stone consists of a mother stone which 
generally has a hollow centre into which fits 
a smaller seed or eggshaped stone, called the 
baby stone. This is free to move about and 
is used to grind various foodstuffs placed in 
the hollow of the mother stone. The stone 
remains at the heart of the home. In the 
picture, the grinding stone and baby stone 
are used to create an image of the Madonna 
with the Christ child (the baby stone) at her 
centre, almost in her womb. 

Dalit is the current name for the caste 
previously called ‘the untouchables’; it 
means ‘broken’. Dalit women are oppressed 
because they are poor, because they are 


women and because they are Dalit, and 
this means that they often find themselves 
open to exploitation. When the picture was 
painted in 2000 it met with a great deal 
of shock - how could God choose such a 
woman? But he did. Although Mary was not 
an outcast she was from the lower parts of 
society - a refugee and unmarried. It is a 
powerful image that God is found among 
the broken and in unexpected places and 
people. A good Advent invites us to be 
people of hope, to find God in the broken 
parts of the world and see what is promised 
to us. 

The Rt Revd Sarah Mullally is the Bishop 
of Creditor!, based in the Diocese of 
Exeter. Above is an edited extract from 
her chapter A Good Advent, from A Good 
Year (November 2017) reproduced with 
permision of SPCK. 


Win a copy of A Good Year 

THE Door has three copies of A Good Year to give away to 
the winners of this month’s prize draw. 

The book encourages readers to enter fruitfully into the 
seasons of the Christian year, with reflections from some 
of the church’s most senior pastors and teachers, including 
the Rt Revds Karen Gorham (Bishop of Sherborne), Stephen 
Cottrell (Bishop of Chelmsford) and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby. 

For the chance to win, simply answer the following 
question: which season does the Bishop of Crediton, the 
Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, write about in A Good Year? Send 
your answers to A Good Year competition, The Door, Church 
House Oxford, Langford Lane, Kidlington, OX5 1GF, or email 
reception@oxford.anglican.org before the closing date of 
Friday 5 January. 
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The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No.202751 





10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 
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Expertise in Church Clocks 

Clock Servicing 
Clock Restoration 

Experienced 

Clockmakers 

Dial Restoration 

Delivering Value 

Night Silencing 
Clock Hammers 
Auto Winding 

National Coverage 

Member of the 

British Horological 
Institute 

Auto Regulation 

CHAS Registered 



w: www.timeassured.com 
e: info@timeassured.com 
t: 01623 627 850 



To advertise 
in this newspaper, 
contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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Advertisement Feature 



■I Fairtrade 
at St. Michaels 




IS A F T S 



WYCLIFFE HALL 
OPEN DAY 

THE EVANGELICAL COLLEGE IN THE HEART OF OXFORD 

SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2018 



For one-stop fair trade shopping in 
the heart of Oxford 



Great new opportunities for you, 
your church and Fairtrade 

- Get a 10% discount on goods bought for church use 

- Join the lovely team of shop volunteers 

- Discover our dazzling range of Christmas gifts, cards & food 

Please enquire at Fairtrade at St Michaels: 

St. Michael at the Northgate (in the Basement), 

Cornmarket Street, 0X1 3EY 

T: 01865 72250 E: info@fairtradeatstmichaels.co.uk 

www.fairtradeatstmichaels.co.uk 



Thousands of vulnerable children desperately 
need to hear the real story of Christmas 


At a time of year that can often be lonely and hard for many, 
things can seem even bleaker for children who are stuck in 
hospital, or whose family are facing financial difficulties. 

Hearing the true meaning of Christmas and finding that 
God loves them and has a plan for their lives could 
make all the difference. 

That’s why this Christmas we are asking for your 
help so we can commit to give copies of our new 
Christmas story book to: 

■K Children who are spending Christmas in hospital 
Tk Children whose families are facing financial 
difficulties 

-k Children who will be missing a parent who is 
serving time in custody 


Scripture Union is aiming to give over 100,000 
children a copy of our new Christmas story 
book, The First Christmas. 


Scripture 
Union 

Registered Charity in England and Wales (number 213422) 


Will you help us share the true meaning 
of Christmas with sick or vulnerable children? 

To donate visit SU.org.uk/christmas 
or Telephone 01908 856000 
Text TRUE17£5 to 70070 to donate £5 


FR 


Registered with 

FUNDRAISING 

REGULATOR 



























On the Money 11 
The evolving church 


AS the new diocesan vision grows, various groups are being formed to help support churches and communities in living out their calling to 
be compassionate, contemplative and courageous. One of these is Planting New Churches and Congregations and brings together fresh 
expressions, new communities and church planting groups. 

Church partnership grows on the "Beautiful Barton" estate 
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A PARTNERSHIP between a large city 
centre church and a smaller parish on 
an expanding estate on the outskirts of 
Oxford is going from strength to strength. 

Almost two years ago, St Marys in 
Barton joined forces with the larger St 
Aldate’s Church to help resource and 
support the congregation serving Barton, 
Sandhills and the new Barton Park. The 
estate, which has 6,000 residents, is 
expanding, with 885 new homes being 
built. It is known for high levels of social 
deprivation and isolation, but also a deep 
sense of vitality, loyalty and community. 

The Revd Eric and Lynn Boss ward were 
recruited to lead St Marys. The team from 
St Aldates have helped with litter-picks, 
community prayer walking, led worship at 
services and run childrens work. St Marys 
has also hosted St Aldates interns to give 
them an insight into the life of a local 
church. 

In September, Eric invited Tough Talk to 
Barton for a weekend. He had worked with 
them many times as a prison chaplain. 
Tough Talk is made up of former offenders, 
ex-bouncers and ‘hard men’ who have 
turned their lives around. They devote 
time to sharing the Gospel with people 
who would not normally go to church. A 
number of them are powerlifters. 

“On the Friday evening we had power 
lifting in church while two of the men (Ian 
and Joe) from Tough Talk shared their 
story of coming to faith,” says Eric. 


“On the Saturday, we had more 
powerlifting outside the shops on 
Underhill Circus and further testimonies 
of lives turned around by God. Even I had 
a go at bench pressing, I was pretty poor 
but it was great fun. One guy who we had 
not seen for a long time came to the event 
and came back to church.” 

“...everyone misses out 
when society is not just.” 

“Recently we were invited to take our 
Paschal candle to Love Oxford and we 
lit it on the stage. It was the first time 
people from St Marys had been to the 
event and they really enjoyed being part 
of something bigger.” Love Oxford is an 
inter-church festival in Oxford, which 
usually takes place on Broad Street in the 
summer. 

“I was raised in Derby in an area similar 
to Barton and you can’t help but have a 
growing affinity with the issues affecting 
the community. I got involved in the 
Oxford Living Wage campaign and was 
recently asked to speak at an Oxford 
City Council meeting. I shared stories 
about how low wages have impacted our 
congregation and our neighbours. I talked 
about my motivation as a Christian to be 
involved in changing that. People here 
struggle to make ends meet even though 
they are working full-time. 


“I believe that people are of incredible 
worth, made in the image of God and 
everyone misses out when a society is 
not just,” says Eric. “The council listened 
carefully and asked some really good 
questions.” 

As well as running BeSpace, giving 
children the opportunity to experience 
creative ways of praying in primary 
schools, and an after school club, St Mary’s 
has also started a coffee and craft group 
giving people from the community and the 
congregation the opportunity to learn and 
share craft skills. “After attending a health 
conference run by the City Council and 

The Lantern lights up 

WITH a mix of social action and children 
and young people’s groups, Pint and a 
Ponder and Alpha, the Lantern Church 
in Marlow Bottom has developed into a 
community with something for everyone. 

The project began three years ago when 
clergy couple the Revds Sami and Graham 
Watts moved to the Buckinghamshire 
village. They had been on a Holy Trinity 
Brompton church planting course, but 
realised quickly that the model of leaders 
taking 40 people with them to launch a 
new community, wasn’t quite right for the 
community in Marlow Bottom. 

“I’m really excited when 
I look back and see what 
God has done.” 

So they spent three months getting to 
know the area, praying and discerning 
what a new church community should look 
like. Sami, who is a member of the new 
Planting New Churches and Congregations 
group, described how the Lantern has 
grown as a collaboration between the 
Anglican St Mary’s Church and the 
Methodists at the Chapel. 

“I’m really excited when I look back 
and see what God has done. It’s amazing 
what has developed and we have not done 
anything special or unique we have just 


NHS, Lynn and I realised social isolation 
might be an area in which we could make a 
difference. The coffee and craft group was 
a response to that.” Says Eric. 

“We know as a church we will look 
different in five years’ time. It is an 
adventure discovering together what that 
will look like.” 

“It is hard work. I would not 
underestimate that but when we arrived, 
we knew we wanted to be here for a 
substantial period. The church family is 
a joy to work with and we find Beautiful 
Barton a great community to be part of.” 

Marlow bottom 

spent time working out what will work in 
our context.” 

Some of the events attract up to 60 
people, and once a term the Lantern has 
a community service, where members do 
litter picking, visit the elderly or support 
the local foodbank. “We do things that are 
hopefully a blessing to the community,” 
says Sami. “Marlow Bottom is a village 
but on the edge of a town and people 
like to have a sense of community. Our 
Community Service Sundays have come 
out of a desire to share and help build 
community.” 

“One of the next challenges will be 
collaborating with the Methodist Church in 
a major redevelopment, for a new worship 
and community building,” says Sami. “We 
are trying to encourage people to enjoy 
growing in relationship with God. That is 
what we are wanting and hoping for the 
people who come along.” 

Sami is looking forward to contributing 
to Bishop Steven’s working group. “The 
Church of England needs to grow if we 
are to continue into another century. I am 
excited by the opportunity to contribute to 
that conversation.” 


Q https:// http://4u-team.org/ 
the-lantern/ 


Urban ministry in Bracknell 


AS the town centre of Bracknell is 
redeveloped, churches are getting 
together to provide a Christian presence 
to thousands of new residents. The 
churches involved are the Bracknell Team 
Ministry, Warfield Church, St Joseph's 
Roman Catholic, Easthampstead Baptist 
Church, Kerith and the Vineyard. 

The Revd Jim Barlow, the Mission Priest 
for the Bracknell Team Ministry, moved 
to the town two years ago. "Bracknell is a 
large area of housing growth. There are 
1,000 flats planned for the regeneration 
area in the town centre alone. It is a 
strategic housing area which is different 
to the more traditional housing estates." 

Some flats are in converted office 
blocks and are already occupied, with 
more to follow. Part of Jim's role is laying 
the foundations for mission. Jim and his 
team are hoping to recruit someone, 
lay or ordained, to work on pioneering 
mission in the town centre. 

"The diocese has purchased two flats 
in the town centre as well as providing 
funding for up to six years for a pioneer 
ministry role," says Jim. 

"It's a challenging but exciting role, 
especially how to build a relationship 
with people who are moving into the 
flats. There is a recognised model for 
a new housing estate but it's different 
when it's apartments and flats. It is 
different psychologically to knock on 


a door in a street. You have to have a 
relationship with people first." 

The first churches' network event was 
in August. It coincided with the opening 
of the church-friendly toyshop, The 
Entertainer. "We were out in the public 
square giving away pots of bubbles, 
baklava and balloons, themed with the 
word HOPE. It brought the churches 
together and got people excited and 
energised about mission." 

Jim says: "Since the official opening in 
September we've also been working our 
way around all the cafes and restaurants, 
having fellowship meals. We call it 
missionEAT. It's been a good way of 
getting to know each other and the staff 
and a first step towards being a night¬ 
time presence in the town centre." 

A Soul Cafe music evening is to be 
trialled in one of the new coffee shops. 
There will also be carol singing and the 
Christmas story being told with puppets 
for parents and toddlers in December. 

"With two large secondary schools and 
the FE College right on the doorstep", Jim 
says. "There is a constant flow of young 
people through the town centre and we 
see a real opportunity to link up with 
youth work resources in the parishes and 
other partner churches". 

"Mission work here is a great 
opportunity for people interested in how 
to engage with modern urban life." 




















12 

On the value of prophets... 


Read Bishop Steven's sermon 
on Micah from his recent visit 
to Greyfriars Church, Reading. 

he fourth beatitude is my way 
into the prophet Micah and to 
this passage. Jesus begins by 
blessing those who are poor in 
spirit, who know they need God; those 
who are tender hearted, who mourn the 
suffering in the world; those who are 
willing to be servants to others as Christ 
was meek. 

His fourth blessing is for the world 
changers, the godly discontents: the people 
who long for everything to be different, 
those whose passion is to change the 
world. His words are a glorious promise 
of hope: “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled" 
(Matthew 5). 

Micah is one of these. Perhaps you are 
too. Micah is someone who sees and hears 
what is wrong in the world and speaks 
out. Together with Amos and Hosea and 
Isaiah and others, he forges in the tiny 
kingdom of Judah the concepts of justice 
which underpin the entire civilised world 
today. Whenever the world talks about 
human rights or equality or oppression or 
the needs of the poor or the corruptions of 
power, we are using some of the language 
first minted by Micah. His eyes see what is 
wrong and his words name it. He is a godly 
discontent, a prophet. 

“There are loan sharks 
aplenty preying on the 
poor” 

Today’s passage highlights the injustice 
Micah sees in what is basically a city 
state but a microcosm of the human 
condition. He sees and names the evil 
of the landlords and money lenders who 
foreclose on the poor for their own gain 
and steal their land away. 

He pictures them lying awake at night 
longing for this desirable vineyard or 
that beautiful house and planning how to 
acquire it. Then he tells us that they wake 
up the next day and set out to do the very 
evil they have planned. There are loan 
sharks aplenty preying on the poor. We 
have been painfully reminded recently of 
the dangers of landlords who do not pay 
attention to health and safety. 


He describes gang warfare and violence 
against those who are doing no harm. 
Knife and gun crime is on the rise again, 
particularly in London: “You strip the robe 
from the peaceful, from those who pass by 
trustingly with no thought of violence'. 

He sees and he describes the oppression 
of women and evil done to children: 
crimes in themselves but crimes which are 
a particular abuse of power. Its not hard 
to make the connection, sadly, with our 
contemporary world. These evils have not 
gone away: “The women of my people you 
drive out from their pleasant homes; from 
their young children you take away my glory 
for ever'. 

“Arise and go; for this is no place to rest 
because of uncleanness that destroys". 

The original language is immensely 
strong here. The community is defiled 
because of these things. There is an 
immense and corrosive corruption and 
sickness in society. 


“There is an immense 
and corrosive corruption 
and sickness in society.” 

In Micah 3, the prophet turns his fire on 
the entire governing class who turn away, 
who see no need for change, who choose 
not to see what Micah sees. 

“Hear this you rulers of the house of Jacob, 
and chiefs of the house of Israel, who abhor 
justice and pervert all equity, who build Zion 
with blood and Jerusalem with wrong". 

Justice is perverted because of money. 
The entire ruling class has been corrupted. 

“Its rulers give judgement for a bribe; its 
priests teach for a price; its prophets give 
oracles for money". 

Together they still claim a veneer of 
religious respectability: “Yet they lean upon 
the Lord and say, “Surely the Lord is with us! 
No harm shall come upon us." 

But it is Micahs role to see what he 
sees and then to pronounce sentence: 
“Therefore because of you, Zion shall be 
ploughed as a field; Jerusalem shall become a 
heap of ruins and the mountain of the house, 
where the temple is, a wooded height". 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled." 

How are we to read and explore the 
prophet Micah today? What are we to 
learn? 

First, I think 
we are called as a 
Church to cherish 
and listen to the 
people in our 
community who 
see what is wrong, 
and become angry 
about it and long 
for it to be set right: 
the prophets in our 
midst. 

We are the body 
of Christ. We 
know we do not 
all have the same 
gifts. No single 
Christian exhibits 
all the qualities 
commended in the 


Beatitudes. The only person who has 
ever done so is the person who gives the 
Sermon on the Mount: Jesus Christ. 

But God gives to every church 
those who are hungry and thirsty 
for righteousness: those who will 
see the suffering of the poor; or the 
abused; or the homeless; those who 
see what climate change is doing to our 
planet; those who share the pain of 
victims of domestic violence or sexual 
exploitation; those who stand with 
asylum seekers and refugees. 

Prophets in our midst are 
uncomfortable. Micah found that 
people did not want to listen to him. 

“One should not preach of such things” 
the people say to him. Tell us something 
more comfortable, something that will 
make us smile or feel good. 

We have a harder calling. Our calling 
as a Church is to welcome the prophets 
in our midst and give them space. And 
then to respond where we can through 
service and advocacy and campaigning 
for change. Our calling as a church is to 
harness the vision of the prophet to the 
practical skills of the administrator and the 
generosity of the person who has wealth 
and the gifts of the communicator. 

People with these gifts do not get 
everything right. They have at the core 
of their being a hunger and thirst for 
the world to be better. But those of us 
who have other gifts need to think very 
carefully when they begin to make us 
uncomfortable. It is all too easy to close 
our eyes and ears. We need the witness of 
Micah to remind us of that. 

Together we are called to make a 
difference in our local community and in 
the world and the only way to do that is as 
we work together as a team. Cherish your 
prophets and listen to them. 

But here is the second lesson. Micah 
does not yet have the complete picture. He 
sees the purposes of God, in Pauls words, 
through a glass darkly. 

He is given a kind of x-ray vision to see 
into the hearts of those around him and 
name the evil. He sees the judgement 
that is coming. He sees even beyond the 
judgement to restoration. He sees a way 
of life which is satisfying and good: to do 
justice and love kindness and walk humbly 
with your God (6.8). 

But he cannot yet see the cross. He sees 
the weakness of temple worship: animal 
sacrifice and even human sacrifice cannot 
make a difference to the human condition, 
to setting things right, to transformation. 

But he cannot yet see that Gods own 
Son will take human flesh and live a 
perfect and complete life and offer his 
life on the cross. He cannot yet see that 
in the death of Jesus Christ on the cross 
is the gift which enables forgiveness and 
transformation and new beginnings. He 
cannot yet see the possibility of human 
hearts being changed and made new. 

He cannot yet see baptism: the outward 
washing and cleansing and making new so 
that the most corrupt life can be restored 
and made new. He cannot yet see that the 
goodness and healing in the cross will flow 
outwards through the people of God for 
the remaking of all humanity and of all 
creation: the reconciliation of all things. 

The more clearly we see the corruption 



and deceit of the world, the more fully we 
know the deceitfulness of our own hearts, 
the more bleak our vision of the true state 
of the world, the more we need to see and 
hold onto the message of the cross. 

Micah cannot yet see the gospel and 
the message of hope and transformation 
which Christ brings and makes possible. 
Whatever we have done, however corrupt 
and far from God we have been, however 
we have suffered, it is possible to begin 
again, to make a new beginning with God, 
to find a way to inner healing and peace 
and to be restored. 

As the Church we are custodians of the 
gospel. We must never make it less than 
Micah intends. We must never reduce it 
to a gospel simply of personal, individual 
salvation. The gospel is good news for the 
whole earth and at its heart is a vision of 
Gods justice and Gods peace for the whole 
of creation. 

“We are called together 
to be a more Christ-like 
Church...” 

But we must understand that the heart 
of our faith, the whole gospel, is even 
more than Micahs vision: the restoration 
and healing of creation, the salvation and 
making new of individuals and families 
and communities, the restoration of the 
earth. 

We are called together to be a more 
Christ-like Church, embodying and 
living out this gospel in a way which 
is contemplative, compassionate and 
courageous. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled" 


Q Read Bishop Steven’s reflections: 
blogs. oxfor d. anglican. org 

»□ Follow the Bishop on Facebook: 
@bishopofoxford 


Explore the Beatitudes this Advent 


MORE than 3,000 copies of 
Bishop Steven's Exploring 
the Beatitudes have been 
ordered since the booklet was 
published last month. 

There is still time to order 
yours for more opportunities 
to reflect on the Beatitudes 
and how they can help 
Christians consider how to 
create a more Christ-like 
Church.The booklet provides 
a three session course, to be 
used in conjunction with audio 
and video resources online. Go 
to store@oxford.anglican.org 
for more details. 


DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Berkshire. Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
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EXPLORING 
THE BEATITUDES 

A three session course for small groups 
in the Diocese of Oxford 
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120,000 children across England are in temporary 
accommodation because their family is homeless 


Church 

Housing 

Trust 


When Lisa’s partner became abusive and violent, she and her two sons Ethan, 10, and Peter, 12, 
were forced to flee their family home. They were safe, but had no support from friends or family. 

At this difficult time, Lisa was determined that the boys wouldn’t fall behind at school. They needed new uniforms, PE kit, and books, 
but money was tight. Thanks to the generosity of our supporters, Lisa was able to buy these, and know that someone cared about them. 

Church Housing Trust provides grants to homeless people who are living in hostels and need extra help to move on. For those with 
nothing, your donation can make a huge difference. Please donate today. 

Text ‘CHTX17 £3, £5, or £10’ to 70070, or use the form below. 

Please accept my/our donation of: CD£250 CD£100 CD£50 CD£25 CD£15 Other £_ 

I enclose a □ cheque □ postal order □ charity voucher (payable to Church Housing Trust) 
or charge my OVisa □ Mastercard □ CharityCard □ Maestro 


Card no. 


Expiry date 
Name _ 


We need your postcode to 
process card donations 


Issue no. 


(Maestro only) 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Phone 


We will never share your details with any other persons or organisation. We will always send you a receipt for your donation. We would also 
like to inform you on how your donation is used; however under new charity regulations, we are only able to do so if you tick the box below: 
I would like to receive information □ by post □ by email 

□ Gift Aid. I want to Gift Aid my donation today, and any future donations I make to Church Housing Trust. 

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I 
understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give. 


Signed 


Date 


Please return to: Church Housing Trust, PO Box 50296, London EC IP 1WF RCN 802801 


TDR17 












































































Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford 

10 December 2017,8pm 

Join us for a magical evening 
of musical performances, 
sing-along carols and festive 
readings by special guests. 



Buy your tickets today: 

alzheimers.org.uk/carolsoxford 
or call 0330 333 0804 



Carols 

at 

Christmas 


Alzheimer’s 

Society 


Registered with 

[ED) FUNDRAISING 

Li-rw REGULATOR 


Registered charity no. 296645. 
Alzheimer’s Society operates in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 


United 

Against 

Dementia 





A college controversy 

by the Revd Bruce Kinsey 

O ne of the joys of being 
a college chaplain is 
the high energy and 
intellectual curiosity of 
our students, their determination 
to try out ideas, to think and to 
reflect together. College is a small 
place, and privacy, where possible, 
is valued. So it was a challenge 
recently when internal discussions 
were leaked to the press. 

We encourage our students 
to explore ideas. We want their 
thoughts to undergo difficult scrutiny. That can be an 
uncomfortable process of growth, but one which is 
essential for intellectual credibility. They have to hear 
and think about ideas they don’t like, or opinions that 
differ from their own. 

It was not surprising for those of us who work here 
to see that the students resolved the matter (of the 
banning of official Balliol religious societies from the 
Freshers’ Fair) swiftly, before the press had published 
their stories. A warm and friendly resolution of the JCR 
said that they did want the Christian Union to have a 
stall at the Freshers’ Fair in the future. 

I often explore with our students the mixed and 
sometimes painful legacy that Christianity has brought 
on many. The Church needs to be more attuned to the 
fact that some people are uncomfortable about the 
history of Christianity and its privileged place within 
our society. This is, of course, always in tension with the 
good that the Church has brought and that individual 
Christians have given. 

A sadness for me, and an eye-opener for many of our 
students, was the unfair way the press handled the story. 
Those who were named have taken the brunt of abuse 
and comments from people wading in with no interest 
in knowing the facts. While the drama was played out 
in the press - a drama that had little relationship to our 
community within - it has been heartening to receive 
so much support from people, but very sad to see that 
people have judged us or leapt to conclusions based on a 
misrepresentation of the situation. 

“Our Christian Union is a 
small and treasured part of our 
community” 

These events have drawn our student community 
closer together. We are a small community and like most 
families we face difficulties and disagreements, and we 
try to work them out together. Our Christian Union 
is a small and treasured part of our community. They 
have been loved and cared for in a way that I found very 
moving. 

Our college chapel, our services and choir continue 
to sing the praises of God and to bear witness in a 
complicated and torn world. People of all faiths and 
none come to pray, reflect, and think. 



Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door; Church House Oxford ' Langford Locks, Kidlington, 0X5 1GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters sent 
electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 


The chance to sing along at a congregational Evensong 


HOLYTrinity church in Headington 
Quarry has a hidden secret. It is, 
we think, the only church in the 
Cowley Deanery in Oxford that offers 
Congregational Evensong. 

There are many opportunities 
in Oxfordshire to enjoy Choral 
Evensong, at which the choir sings 
most of the service, both in parish 
churches (it’s on the 4th Sunday at 
our church) and in the colleges. But 
in our Congregational Evensong 
service, the congregation joins in 
with the beautiful language of the 
Book of Common Prayer. We sing 
the lovely Anglican chants set for 
the Magnificat, the Nunc Dimittis 
and the responses, and we say the 
psalm together. We read lessons 
from the Bible and pray in an 


unhurried, contemplative way within 
a traditional framework. 

Evensong (Evening Prayer) gives us 
that important spiritual start to the 
week. We may arrive hassled, but we 
leave feeling calm, supported and set 
up for the week ahead. 

The congregation includes regular 
members and those on the fringes 
of the church. We all benefit: some 
may not be communicants and 
are therefore more at ease with 
Evensong than Holy Communion; 
some are younger, appreciating 
the beautiful language of the 
liturgy. They find at Congregational 
Evensong a welcome stability in a 
world of changing fashions. 

One member said recently: 


"Evensong seems to fit where I 
am. I appreciate the form of the 
service and the sense of tradition 
behind it, as well as its intimacy 
and opportunity to see others on a 
regular basis." 

As an aside, C.S. Lewis worshipped 
at Holy Trinity and is buried in the 
graveyard - a fact that brings us 
many visitors. Some of them join 
us at Evensong, as it is a service 
that Lewis attended and at which 
he sometimes preached. For more 
details, please ring Elizabeth: 01865 
761476, Diana 01865 761567 or 
Adrian, 0185 766878. 

Elizabeth Knight, Diana Harrison 
and Adrian Wood, Holy Trinity, 
Headington, Oxford. 


Dancing in the cathedral as new Lay Ministers are licensed 

THE Zimbabwean Mothers’ Union Choir raised the 
roof at Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral during a 
livelier than usual licensing service for Lay Minsters 
in November. 

The cathedral was packed out as the huge choir 
provided energetic worship, alongside the more 
traditional, choral songs and prayers sung in Christ 
Church. Instruments and whoops could be heard 
as well as drums and there was even dancing as the 
newly licensed LLMs were led out of the cathedral 
after the service. 

PICTURED top, The Revd Dr Phillip Tovey, 
Deputy Warden for LLM Ministry and The 
Rt Revd Andrew Proud, the Warden for LLM 
Ministry, dancing in celebration as 11 new Lay 
Ministers are licensed to serve in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 

Below are the new LLMs, back row, from left 
are, Richard Simmons, Alison Lockhart, Graham 
King, Alexandra Hewitt, Rainah Madzorera, 
Anne Curtis, Joel Denno, and Hannah Akiho- 
Betts, middle row are Elaine Watts, Megan 
Hewett, and Marion Dickinson, with Bishop 
Andrew and Phillip Tovey. 

Photos: Jo Duckies. 


God in the Life of... 


Q For more see: 

www.oxford.anglican.org/2017llms/ 



Balliol continues to try to combine academic excellence 
with social responsibility, and our chapel and Christian 
community is part of that culture. Balliol remains a 
wonderful place in which to work or study. It has also 
been wonderful to see how Christians as well as people 
of other faiths and no faith have banded together to 
support one another and to see how all things can work 
together for good. 

The Revd Bruce Kinsey is the Chaplain of Balliol 
College, Oxford. 


...continued from page 16. 

Occasionally Jonathan comes across 
patients whose illnesses have led them 
to believe they are God or Jesus and 
he has to respond to that sensitively. 

“I am always respectful, even if I don’t 
agree or it doesn’t make sense to me. 

A lot of people just want someone to 
listen. 


“Every patient is treated as an 
individual. When increased support is 
required staff work with the patient 
to ensure they are kept central in the 
decision making process whenever 
possible. 

“This is a great place. If patients are 
here it may be perceived as the end of 
the line; nothing else has worked for 
them. 


However, for us we see it as a new 
beginning, the beginning of another 
journey. The average stay is five years, 
although some people stay for less. 

The days of patients staying over 20 
years are long gone.” 

Jonathan and his wife have three 
grown-up children. They live in rural 
Berkshire and now worship in an 
Anglican church. 
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16 God in the life of... 



The Revd Jonathan Bush tells 
Jo Duckies about swapping 
church-based ministry for work 
behind the secure gates and 
heavy doors at Broadmoor 
High Security Hospital. 

orn into a Baptist family in Kent 
in 1955, Jonathan remembers the 
long strap his prison officer father 
wore for his keys. “Now I have a 
similar strap for my keys,” he says when we 
meet at the hospital. Jonathan shows me 
the 19th century chapel, the patient shop 
and the cafe, before sitting down in the 
portacabin that is his base until the brand 
new Broadmoor building opens next year. 

Jonathan moved to Chelmsford in Essex 
as a boy when his dad got a prison service 
promotion. “I was baptised at a Baptist 
Church in Chelmsford, had a sense of a call 
to the ministry and met a girl who became 
my wife,” he says. 

Training at Spurgeons Theological 
College, Jonathan became a Baptist 
minister and went on to become the 
British minister at the First Baptist Church 
in Dallas, Texas - the largest church in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

“God has used 
experiences and 
encounters to prepare 
me for the next step.” 

“It had 26,000 members. We went with 
our first child who was just a few months 
old and we had a great year. As I look back 
on my life I can see how God has used 
experiences and encounters to prepare 
me for the next step,” says Jonathan, who 
returned to the UK to take up two short¬ 
term posts in Baptist churches, before the 
Dallas church got back in touch. 

“It was in the 80s when American 
churches were keen on bringing choirs 
to the UK. They wanted to send one to 
Westminster Chapel.” 


It was through this that Jonathan 
met RT Kendall, then the minister at 
Westminster Chapel, and was asked to 
become his assistant. “This meant working 
for three years with a very different, 
conservative, reformed theology. I learnt 
things and faced challenges. It was all 
informing me in my faith and growing me 
as a Christian and as a person.” 

From there Jonathan became the 
minister of Herne Bay Baptist Church in 
Kent, which he describes as “the coalface 
of ministry”. After nine years, a move to 
Plymouth saw Jonathan becoming the 
Associate Minister at Mutley Baptist 
Church. Every Monday Jonathan would 


run a pastoral clinic, between 3pm and 
6pm. Sensing a call to pastoral work, he 
embarked on a person-centred counselling 
course and a Masters degree in practical 
theology. 

“Five years into my time in Plymouth 
a job came up at Derriford Hospital for a 
free church chaplain. I discussed this with 
my team and they were happy for me to 
apply and I got the post,” says Jonathan, 
whose first full-time chaplaincy post 
came three years later. This involved 
supporting patients with mental illnesses. 
This led on to work at Rampton, a high 
security hospital in Nottinghamshire.“It 
was good to get to know the patients, 


people who have struggled with mental 
health problems for many years, and to 
try and come alongside them, support 
them and encourage them spiritually,” says 
Jonathan, who moved to Broadmoor in 
2014. 

“My job is to support patients and staff 
spiritually. I spend a lot of time with 
patients, supporting them and listening 
to them. Their brand of spirituality or 
religion doesn’t matter. We will give 
anyone support if they want to talk to 
us,’’says Jonathan. 

The chaplaincy makes sure a church 
service takes place every Sunday, with a 
Roman Catholic service on a Thursday and 
Jumah Prayer for Muslims on a Friday. 

“We have representatives of other faiths 
who come in to see specific patients too,” 
says Jonathan. 

God has given me and 
others the ability to care 
but not carry ” 

How does Jonathan deal with supporting 
people with severe mental health issues? 
“We have informal supervision with 
colleagues who we can talk to but we also 
have formal supervision and reflective 
practice. This gives us an opportunity, 
away from the patient, to reflect on the 
complexities of the role. God has given me 
and others the ability to care but not carry. 
When I am sitting in front of a patient I 
need them to know I care but I’m able to 
not carry the burden they may put on me.” 

Jonathan says he works closely with 
ward and medical staff in supporting 
patients. “I hold the view that God has 
a purpose in everything and there is 
meaning in everything. I hold in my 
mind the idea that there is meaning in 
mental illness. I sometimes find patients 
will talk about what’s been good in their 
lives and sometimes that is because they 
are in Broadmoor. I have a belief in the 
omnipotence and omniprescence of God. 
Nothing is outside of his influence or 
outside of his purpose.” 

Continued on page 15... 
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® DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 


'Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God' 


Church on Sunday can feel worlds away from our day-to-day lives. We asked two Christians to tell us how their lives connect with their faith. 


IAN Macdonald is the diocesan 
youth advisor. In his spare time 
he is a stand-up comedian who 
performs regularly across the 
country. 

lthough I have always loved 
comedy, I have only been 
‘seriously’ gigging since 2014 (or 
as my daughter calls it, a mid-life 
crisis). It’s been a scary, challenging, and 
funny learning curve with failures and 
successes. Every one of the 133 gigs has 
been important in one way or another. 

Comedy flows from my love of laughter, 
and making people laugh, It is part of 
who I am. It also has its roots in work I 
have done around discipleship; exploring 
vulnerability, joy and what it means to be 
more fully alive. 

Gigs vary a lot, from five minute open 
slots at weeknight comedy, through to 
paid and longer spots, usually at the 
weekend. The longest set I have done so 
far is an hour but I am mostly performing 
for 10 or 15 minutes. A typical evening 
will involve getting to the venue in good 
time, meeting the MC and finding out 
where I am on the running order for the 
evening. At smaller gigs it will then be 
a case of sitting at the back. Larger gigs 
might have a Green Room (which sounds 

CHRIS Weatherall is responsible 
for the quality and regulatory 
compliance of a multi-national 
medical diagnostics company. 

his involves ensuring the 
company’s products are safe and 
always perform as expected. I 
moved into this discipline in 

1991. 

Quality became a shift in focus in my 
career because I wanted the company to 
drive efficiency and have confidence in 
the products. I am privileged to work in an 
industry where I can see my work having 
a direct impact for an improvement in 
people’s lives. 

My commute is approximately two 
hours each way so I review my daily plan 
and pray for the day ahead. As my role is 
global, I typically have video and telephone 
meetings with my teams in Europe, USA 
and Australia reviewing and developing 
business improvement strategies for 
implementation to keep the business 
ahead of the competition. 

The remainder of the day entails 
reviewing and writing documents, 
producing presentations and interacting 
with international authorities and 


a lot grander than it usually is). Travel is a 
big part of the job. Recent gigs have been 
in London, Portsmouth, Romsey, Bristol 
and Frome. A lot of time is spent hanging 
around waiting to perform but it’s great 
to be watching live comedy, to be part of 
the circuit; chatting to a great bunch of 
comedians trying to recall where we last 
gigged together. 

The most challenging bit is ‘reading the 
room’ and working out what will work 
best for the gig. More challenging perhaps 
is the post-mortem one does mentally 
on the way home if it didn’t work. I 
guess sometimes there is the challenge 
of hearing material that I may not be so 
comfortable with. I do, however, remain 
inspired by the vulnerability and honesty 
that is often evident. 

Comedy feels really popular right now, 
perhaps because there is such a need to 
laugh and to be a community together. It 
is exciting to be journeying with a bunch 
of people who do what they do because 
it is who they are. It is great to spend an 
evening in a place of laughter. 

I feel my laughter work is vocational (as 
well as comedy I lead ‘Laughter Yoga’ and 
run comedy workshops) and it very much 
feels like who I am. I always pray before a 
gig that I can be a blessing to the audience 
and to the comedians, that I can bring joy 
and laughter. 

government bodies. This means my day 
can start early and sometimes end late due 
to the variation of time zones. 

The best part of my job is being involved 
with all areas of the business which 
satisfies my continued curiosity as quality 
systems impact all areas of company 
life. The key challenge is the importance 
of maintaining effective knowledge of 
the changing worldwide regulations, to 
ensure the delivery of continued business 
compliance. 

How the UK will function once we leave 
the EU is unknown. As technological 
knowledge grows and products become 
more complex governments need to 
implement more regulation to provide 
frameworks for the continued supply of 
safe and effective products. Current and 
imminent changes to European regulations 
will place more demands and work in the 
quality and regulatory functions within 
medical companies. 

A successful business is built on unity, 
trust and care for each part to perform at 
its best. For my company, we decided to 
establish a clear set of core values which 
define who we are, how we think and how 
we respond to each other. These values 
were modelled from the teachings of Jesus 


Although I am not averse to swearing if 
the joke is funnier as a result I’m known as 
a ‘clean’ comedian and sometimes get gigs 
specifically because I operate on this basis. 
The comedy evening my wife and I run 
in Newbury is called Ethos as it operates 
on the basis that we hope people will feel 
safer in that clean environment. However 
we aim to create an evening that is just as 
funny, if not funnier, than a venue where 
comics perform overtly offensive material. 

I also feel like my faith is connected 
with the confidence (and sometimes the 
courage) I need to perform comedy. 

I believe that God is at work in his world, 
and that world definitely includes comedy 
clubs. There have been great conversations 
about life, spirituality and God before, 
after and even during gigs. I also see 
something amazing in the vulnerability, 


and are as relevant today as they were 
2,000 years ago. The value and importance 
of my faith is known within the 
management team and the wider company 
environment. It continues to be something 
many people value when working with me 
in the business, whether they are from a 
faith background or not. 

I feel I was called to be at this place now 
and to be a witness to those around me in 
what it means to have a living faith in a 
business environment. 

In my current role, I have seen the 
change in management relationships, 
core operating values, and increasing 
opportunities to share my faith and pray 



courage and honesty of comedians as well 
as often a great commitment to social 
justice and inclusion. 

The next Ethos Comedy Club in Newbury 
takes place on is 20 April 2018. 

www.about.me/ian_macdonald 


with people 
at work. God 
is clearly 
healing old 
wounds from 
previous 
experiences 
in people’s 
lives and 
true unity is 
developing, 
delivering success in people, products and 
company growth. 

Chris works for Meridian Bioscience 
International and worships at St. 

Denys’, Stanford in the Vale. 


Prayer points: 

• Give thanks for the gifts of all in our workplace. That all are recognised and 
valued equally. 

• For opportunities to share the good news in our daily lives at work. 

• To not be lost to the pursuit of money, regardless of those around us, to be 
protected from greed and desire for personal power. 

• That Christians can be a witness to all, in their workplaces and business 
interactions. 

• May God be at the centre of all decisions and action. 

• Give thanks to God for each day and pray for all our work colleagues to know 
and grow in him. 




Prayer points: 

• Thanks for the gift of laughter; that we are emotional beings who need to laugh 
and to cry. Thanks for the healing and connection that laughter can bring. 

• Pray for Christian comedians to be known but not pigeon-holed. For them to 
be all that they have been made to be, and to use their calling to bring joy to 
others. 

• Pray for discernment as to what is good humour and what may not be helpful. 
For Christian comedians to be creative in the writing, and playful in their 
delivery. 

• Pray for us to be a blessing to comedians and audiences alike. 
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December prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only; please feel free to adapt to local condit 



Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness he 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 

Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. ’ 

Philippians 4:4-6 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

FRIDAY 1 DAMASCUS: Helen Kendrick, 
Rosie Bruce, Karen Hyde, Alex 
Landsbert, Tim Budd, Jack Jarvis and 
Meg Heywood. For guidance as we learn 
to work more closely together across 
the churches in our newly formed 
parish. For Meg Heywood, who is to 
be licenced Associate Priest to the 
DAMASCUS Parish on 12 December. 

For the Reverend Helen Kendrick as 
she is licensed Area Dean of Abingdon, 
also on 12 December. St Michaels 
Primary School, Steventon and Sutton 
Courtenay Primary School, St Blaise 
Primary School, Milton. The sponosred 
sleep over in All Saints’ Church. 

SATURDAY 2 Wootton: Jon Williams, 
Jenni Williams, Shirley Northover, 

Mike Varnom and Simon Newton. For 
our work with the children and young 
people of the parish, especially in the 
local school through our Open the 
Book team. For those who come for the 
Christmas services, that they may know 
the reality of Jesus who is Emmanuel. 
Wootton St Peters Primary School. 

MONDAY 4 Thame: Alan Garratt, Rachel 
Cross, Graham Choldcroft, Alison 
Price, Mike Reading, Peter Waterson, 
Sian Stratton, Nicholas Francis and 
Jackie Hurst. For our ongoing work 
with young families within Thame 
and in the surrounding area. For our 
Christmas events including our stall 
at the Town Lighting ceremony and 
our Chris tingles, which attract large 
numbers of young families to the 
church. Lewknor Primary School. 

TUESDAY 5 Amersham on the Hill: 

Debbie Oades, Sharon Roberts and 
Peter Binns. As we contemplate the 
greatest gift ever given may we share 
Gods compassion with all whom 
we meet this Advent and Christmas 
season and may God inspire us to be 
courageous in our giving to those in 
greatest need. For our Lord to take 


our recent Mission Action Planning 
sessions and lead us forward in 
humility and grace to serve him and 
those he has entrusted to our care in 
ways he desires for the furtherance of 
his kingdom. 

WEDNESDAY 6 Penn and Tylers Green: 

Mike Bisset, Graham Summers, Derrick 
Carr, Mary Lee and David Carter. For 
the local first, middle and nursery 
schools as we prepare to welcome 
them into church for their carol and 
Christingle services. That we may be 
able to communicate something of the 
true glory of Christmas to the many 
who will come through our doors over 
the Christmas season. 

THURSDAY 7 Beaconsfield: Jeremy 
Brooks, Camilla Walton, Hazel Chow 
and Sharon Roberts. For the future 
of St Thomas’, as it considers its 
future during this vacancy and with 
its partnership with Hope Church, 
Beaconsfield. For all the school 
services taking place in church over 
the Christmas period. St Mary and All 
Saints Primary School, Beaconsfield. 

FRIDAY 8 Chalfont St Giles, Seer 
Green and Jordans: Ian Brown, 

Cassa Messervy, Paul Henderson, 
Jennifer Tebboth, Linda West, Angela 
Thompson, Victoria Smerdon and 
Janna Holder. For our ministry and 
mission to the large numbers who 
attend the church services over 
Christmas, in particular for outreach to 
children and families. For preparations 
for the Alpha courses to begin in the 
new year. Seer Green School. 

SATURDAY 9 Garsington, Cuddesdon 
and Horspath: Emma Pennington 
and Mark Chapman. For all those for 
whom this season of Christmas is one 
of sorrow and loneliness, that we as a 
benefice may shine Christ’s light into 


their darkness. For God’s blessing on 
all that we intend to do this season; 
may our efforts bear fruit to the 
glory of Christ and the growth of his 
kingdom. Garsington Primary School 
and Horspath Primary School. 

MONDAY 11 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: John 
Went, Ruth Boughton, Philip Lovegrove 
and Pat Ansell. For the process of 
appointing a new rector together with 
possible pastoral reorganisation. For all 
the special services over the Christmas 
period, especially at Flaunden, Chenies 
and Latimer, which tend to attract 
large numbers and present good 
opportunities for these fairly small 
village congregations to share the good 
news. St George’s Infant School. 

TUESDAY 12 Chesham Bois: Laurie 
Clow, Chris Clare, Dan Sutcliffe, Jo 
Jennings, Denise Kolb, Peter Flory, 
Margaret Ibison, Peter Ibison and 
Jackie Lambert. For the staff team and 
PCC as we seek the Lord about new 
projects in the New Year. For outreach 
and witness in our worship over the 
Christmas season and unity in our 
fellowship as a parish. Chesham Bois 
School. 

WEDNESDAY 13 Denham: Christoph 
Lindner, Joyce Tearall, Hilary Richins, 
Carlene Litchmore, Louise Hardy, 
Victoria Lucas, Francis Moloney and 
Edda Lindner. For us to be able to put 
our church’s vision to Pray, welcome 
and share like Jesus into practice over 
this Christmas season. Give thanks for 
the scores of church members who give 
themselves willingly to the ministry 
and mission of our church; that they 
too would have a renewed sense of 
wonder at Emmanuel, God with us 
and opportunities to recharge after 
Christmas. 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 

















Advertising 



ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


Coming and Goings 

The Revd John Rogers has resigned 
from his post as Rector of St Michaels, 
Tilehurst; The Revd Anna Harwood has 

been appointed Vicar of Ruscombe and 
Twyford with Hurst; The Revd Helen 
Kendrick has been appointed Area 
Dean of Abingdon; The Revd Margaret 
Heywood has been appointed Associate 
Minister of the DAMASCUS benefice; 

The Reverend Nathan Jarvis has been 
appointed Chaplain to the University of 
Bangor; The Revd Wendy Callan has 
resigned from her post as Team Vicar of 


the benefice of The Claydons and Swan; 

The Revd Catharine Morris has been 
appointed Vicar of Warfield; The Revd 
Mary Gurr retires as Chaplain of Pipers 
Corner School at the end of the year; 

The Revd Marian Needham retires as 
Associate Minister of The Chase benefice at 
the end of the year. 

The following have been given permission 
to officiate: The Revd Stephen Bessent; 
The Revd Thomas Haley; The Revd 
John Croton; The Revd Dr Margaret 
Yates; The Revd Oliver Petter. 


THURSDAY 14 Gerrards Cross 
and Fulmer: Martin Williams, Ben 
Topham, Jill Roth, Di Rowlandson, 
Meyrick Beebee, Christopher Lion, 
John Hedley, Christoph Lindner, Guy 
Mansell and Tim Norton. For the team 
at Gerrards Cross as we work on fresh 
plans to reach our new fringe families 
with the gospel. For our new leadership 
team at Fulmer who are developing 
a new Mission Action Plan. Gerrards 
Cross School. 

FRIDAY 15 Great Chesham: Simon 
Cansdale, Sylvester Liyanage, 

John Shepherd, Tim Yates, Hilary 
Wilson, Chris Gercke, Jean Corfield, 
Tom Watts, Sarah Shelley, Andrew 
Patterson, Geoff Houston, Hannah 
Martin, John Spence, Valerie 
Sanderson and Shirley Gbadamosi. 

For plans for a new church community 
based in the Pond Park estate. For 
our CAP and Foodbank ministries in 
the busy run-up to Christmas. The 
Chiltern Hills Academy. 

SATURDAY 16 Amersham with 
Coleshill: Tim Harper, Tim Barnard, 
Susan Gill, Kathryn Ridout, Charles 
Howlett and Sheila Shield. Give thanks 
for the new headteacher at Coleshill 
School; may the school continue to 
prosper. May we rethink the language 
we use to engage younger people as 
patterns of speech change. May we 
speak in the tongues of humans and 
angels. St Marys Primary School, 
Amersham and Coleshill Primary 
School. 

MONDAY 18 Amersham Deanery: 

Tim Harper, Martin Williams, 

Lawrence Tebboth, Julie Dziegiel, 
Dorothy Potter, Toby Bassford, 
Timothy Norman and Frog Orr- 
Ewing. For those in new posts in 
the deanery team: Tim Harper and 
Martin Williams as co-Area Deans, 
and Lawrence Tebboth as Lay Chair. 

For us to rise to the challenges that 
remain with pastoral reorganisation 
and the filling of vacancies. Praise God 
for the deanery being in stout heart 
with a great deal of good practice and 
flourishing schools. 

TUESDAY 19 Albury with Tiddington, 
Holton, Waterperry, Waterstock 
and Wheatley: Nigel Hawkes, David 
Bendor-Samuel, Richard Banbridge, 
Marian Brown, Albert Eastham, Lucy 
Betts and Toddy Hall. For David 
Bender-Samuel, our new incumbent 
at Holton Parish. For the work of 
our smaller congregations within the 
church and for their relationship with 
the wider community, that they 


may feel mutually supported. Wheatley 
Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 20 Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery: Alan Garratt, Simon Richards, 
Michael Powell, Sue Tibbies, Beau 
Stevenson and Janet Pickard. For the 
current deanery officers, the standing 
committee and pastoral committee 
members. For the appointment of a new 
Area Dean and the process of finding a 
new Lay Chair. 

THURSDAY 21 Beckley, Forest Hill, 
Horton cum Studley and Stanton St 
John: Andrew Pritchard-Keens, Hugh 
Lee and David Bendor-Samuel. For the 
new family service at Beckley and for a 
village choir to start in the church. For 
new music ventures in the services at 
Forest Hill. Give thanks for continued 
blessing on the services and Alpha course 
in Horton-cum-Studley village. Beckley 
Primary School. 

FRIDAY 22 Benson with Ewelme: Patrick 
Gilday and Jonathan Meyer. For our 
growth in unity as a new benefice. 

For new vocations to lay and ordained 
ministry, particularly in Benson parish. 

SATURDAY 23 Chalgrove with Berrick 
Salome: Ian Cohen, Bob Heath-Whyte 
and Adam Stevenson. For St Marys, 
Chalgrove: that our united Anglican/ 
Methodist congregation will continue 
to flourish, as the proposed housing 
expansion impacts upon the parish. For 
St Helens, Berrick Salome: that children 
associated with the village may continue 
to delight in the worship of the church. 

MONDAY 25 Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston 
Rowant and Crowell: Maggie Thorne and 
Jacky Barr. For continued engagement 
with the local schools. For our new- 
look Toddler Church, ‘StArBoddlers’ (St 
Andrews Babies and Toddlers). For the 
PCC as we discern how best to approach 
mission in the united parish. Aston 
Rowant Primary School and St Andrews 
Primary School, Chinnor. 


TUESDAY 26 Dorchester Benefice: 

Sue Booys, Paul Cawthorne, Caroline 
King, Michael Lakey, Jon Roberts 
and Jennifer Morton. For Bucheburg 
(in our link diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman), especially for the monthly 
prayer meetings in the partner parishes. 
For mission projects in the team and in 
individual parishes, particularly those 
associated with Thy Kingdom Come 
and a team grown project ‘What is God 
doing...’ Dorchester St Birinus Primary 
School, Clifton Hampden Primary 
School, Culham Parochial Primary 
School, Long Wittenham Primary School 
and Marsh Baldon Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 27 Chalfont St Peter: John 
Goodman, Wendy Graham, Luke Maxted 
and Catherine Davies. For guidance and 
provision as we seek to appoint a new 
Pioneer Worship Minister. For the Holy 
Spirit to unite us in our vision to be 
one parish as we seek to grow together. 
Chalfont St Peter Academy. 

THURSDAY 28 Great Milton with Little 
Milton and Great Haseley: Simon Cronk, 
Tony Jefferis, Toby Garfitt, Trudy Timbs, 
Clare Blakeway-Phillips, Raymond 
Fergusson and Jean Nixey. For unity and 
love in the face of local planning issues. 
For wisdom in keeping a good balance 
between preserving the fabric of all three 
churches and reaching out in mission. 
Great Milton Primary School and Little 
Milton Primary School. 

FRIDAY 29 Icknield: Daniel Thompson, 
Lucie Austin, Angie Paterson and Tony 
Williamson. For the benefice as it 
embarks on a fresh start with our new 
Rector. 

SATURDAY 30 Penn Street: Peter 
Simmons. Give thanks for our growing 
Souper Club that meets fortnightly. 

For the all age service; that this new 
expression of church will continue to 
flourish as we have fun worshiping 
Jesus. Curzon Combined School. 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 3 Bishop Steven visits Stowe Parish Church and 
Stowe School. 

SUNDAY 10 Bishop Colin confirming in Wykeham 
benefice. 

SUNDAY 17 Bishop Steven visits Fairacres Convent. 

SUNDAY 24 Bishop Andrew takes a Christmas Eve service 
at Warfield. 


SUNDAY 31 Bishop Alan presiding at St Michael and All 
Angels Church, Aston Clinton. 

Links 

Prayers from Christian Concern for One World: www.ccow. 
org.uk/weekly-prayer-email 

Topical prayers from the Church of England: www. 
churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical- 
prayers.aspx 


WE CAN 

DESIGN 

PRINT 

DISTRIBUTE 

YOUR 

LEAFLETS 

AND MORE 


• Design 


Our talented designers can give 
your business or event a great 
look. We can source images and 
proof read your print media. 

• Print 


We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 


• Distribution 


We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
dioceses. 


CALL 




Great 
customer service 




01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 



vision 













Advertising 



ST. MARY'S CONVENT wantage 


St Mary's Convent offers a variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet Days and Group Retreats. 
Also, Conference facilities and private stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the Eucharist and Daily office in 
St Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 

Tel: 01235 763141 

Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 

www.csmv.co.uk 



Rail based holidays from the UK 


Portugal, Italy, Spain, France, Bulgaria, Slovenia, Slovakia, 
Baltics, Scandinavia, Ecuador, India, Peru, Cuba, Alaska 

IIABTA 

ABTA NO.Y2193 


01235 227288 www.ptg.co.uk 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

PRICE INCREASES DUE IN JANUARY 2018 

HURRY - Buy in December 2017 and get next years cover at this 

year’s price plus an extra £10 OFF all single trip cover 


LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 

available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 

Single trip cover (NO max. age) 

Conditions apply Li TRfltf El 

Please call for details ~ 


UK 

BASED 




0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 


C5 



Shropshire Holiday Cottages 

3***Gold Award 


Well-appointed cottages near picturesque market town 
of Church Stretton, within easy reach of Shrewsbury, 
Ludlow, Ironbridge. 

For full details and tariff please ring Gill on 
01694 722869 or visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 





Your independent Christian retailer 
with 50,000+ books, Bibles, gifts, 
CDs and DVDs. 


Get an extra £3 off 
your order when 
you spend over £15 
Use voucher 
code: NP2017 


aslanchristianbooks.com 



thedoorpost 

Events in December 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the Stable Door issue is Monday 27 November. 



SATURDAY 2 DECEMBER 

Penn: Start of Christmas Tree 
Festival, Holy Trinity Penn. 2-6pm 
Saturday and Sunday. Come 
and vote for your favourite tree. 
Refreshments available in the 
church hall opposite. Donations to 
Charlies Footsteps. 

Deddington: Abba Magic, UK’s 
leading Abba tribute band, 7pm, 
Saint Peter and Paul Church, 0X15 
OSA. Fundraiser for Church Fabric 
and PTA. Tickets £12, (£5 under 
16s) from Hamptons Estate Agents 
in Deddington and Steve Miller 
Hair Salon, and on the door. 

SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER 

West Wycombe: Christmas Carols, 
Music and Readings, St Lawrence 
Church, 2.30pm, in aid of the 
South Bucks Motor Neurone 
Disease Association. Tickets £6, 
children £1, including tea and 
cakes. Call 01494 713447 for 
further details. 

Steeple Claydon: Street Nativity 
with Live Animals, 5.30pm. 

Claydon Churches Together invite 
you to journey from Nazareth (the 
Fish and Chip Shop) to the Inn at 
Bethlehem (Fountain Pub). Follow 
the procession as the story unfolds. 
Mince Pies and Live Music. 

Cookham: Advent Carols by 
Candlelight, Holy Trinity Church, 
6.30pm. 

Tilehurst: Advent Songs of Praise 
with the church choir, St Michael’s 
Church, 6.30pm. 

MONDAY 4 DECEMBER 

Sutton Courtenay: The Council of 
Christians and Jews Oxford Branch 
presents The Saffron and Saphhire 
of Sephardic Songs, a recital and 
social evening at The Abbey in 
celebration of the 75th anniversary 
of CCJ, 7.30pm. Free admission. 

WEDNESDAY 6 DECEMBER 

West Wycombe: Start of Festival 
of Christmas Trees, St Paul’s 
Church, 4.30-9pm. Open 2-4pm 
from 7-10 December. No entry 
charge. Refreshments. Traditional 
Carol Service on Sunday 10, 6pm. 
Further details from 01494 881540 
or 713447. 

FRIDAY 8 DECEMBER 

Steeple Claydon: Christmas Tree 
Festival, 10am-4pm, St Michael’s 
Church until Sunday 10 December. 
Soup and roll served l-3pm 
on Saturday. Christmas Tree 
Festival Service at 4pm on Sunday. 
Refreshments and bric-a-brac all 
weekend. 

Bicester: Start of Christmas Tree 
Festival, St Edburg’s Church. 

Forest of eighty decorated trees 
in beautiful medieval church. 8, 

9 December, 10.00am - 7.00pm, 

10 December, 12.30-5.00pm, 
Carols in the Trees at 6.00pm. 
Refreshments, family tree hunt, 
live music. Donation £2.50, 
accompanied children free. 


Bicester: Concert in the trees, St 
Edburg’s Church. Trinity Camerata 
Players present an informal 
concert amongst eighty beautiful 
Christmas trees, 7.30 to 9.00 pm. 
£5 on the door, children free, to 
include festive drink and mince pie. 
www.trinitycamerata.org. 

Haddenham: Start of Community 
Christmas Tree Festival, St Mary’s 
Church. Refreshments and free 
entry. Friday 8,10am - 6pm; 
Saturday 9,11am - 6pm; Sunday 
10, 12.30pm - 5pm followed 
by a contemporary service of 
celebration at 6.30pm. 

SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 

Chinnor: Start of The World in 
Christmas Trees and Nativities 
Festival, St Andrew’s Church. 
Continues until 17 December. 
Saturdays/Sundays 2-6pm, 
Monday-Friday: 2-5pm. http:// 
chinnorunitedchurches. co.uk/ 

Purley on Thames: Christmas Tree 
Festival, St Mary’s Church, 11am 
- 5pm. Refreshments, children’s 
Christingle activity, cake stall, 
bottle tombola. Free entry. 

Sutton Courtenay: Start of 
Christmas Tree Festival, All Saints’ 
Church, 0X14 4AE. Saturday 1.30- 
5.00pm, Sunday 2.00-4.00pm. 

£3 (children £1.50) to include 
refreshments and voting tokens. 
Proceeds to Church Building Fund. 

Cowley: Start of Cowley festival 
of Christmas trees, St James 
Church, Beauchamp Lane, OX4 
3LF, on the theme of Journeying. 
Open Saturdays 9 and 16, 

10-4pm; Sunday 10 to Friday 15 
2-4pm; Wednesday 13: 6.30- 
9.00pm Rising Voices choir. 60 
community Christmas trees with 
music, refreshments and crafts. 

£2 adults, free for under 14s, 
fundraising for SeeSaw and ROSY. 
Information from Lesley Williams, 
ctf@cowleyteamministry. 
co.uk or 07982 439828. www. 
co wley teamminis tr y. co.uk 

Cowley: Get in the picture, 
Templars Square Shopping 
Centre, 10am-4pm and Sunday 
10 December, 2-4pm. Dress up 
as a character in the Nativity 
story and have your photograph 
taken in the stable! Help decorate 


a tree for the Cowley festival of 
Christmas trees. Contact rector@ 
co wley teamminis try. co.uk. 

Sunday 10 December 

Dorchester: Adoption charity 
Parents And Children Together 
(PACT) Christmas Carol Concert 
at Dorcester Abbey, 5pm. Light 
refreshments served from 4pm. 
Free event but booking is essential 
via www.pactcharity.org/carols. 

WEDNESDAY 13 DECEMBER 

Thatcham: Vivace Voices 
Christmas Concert, St Mary’s 
Church, 2.30pm. Tickets £3 on 
the door including programme 
and refreshments. In aid of Great 
Ormond Street Hospital. 

SATURDAY 16 DECEMBER 

Bicester: Trinity Camerata and 
Bicester Choral and Operatic 
Society present Noel, Noel, a 
concert of festive music at St 
Edburg’s Church, 7.30pm. £12 on 
the door or at Coles Books, http:// 
trinitycamerata.org/concerts 

Oxford: Handel’s Messiah, Christ 
Church Cathedral, 7.30pm. Tickets 
£20/£15 or £10 (unsighted), 
concessions; available on the door 
and from Tickets Oxford: 01865 
305305. 

SUNDAY 17 DECEMBER 

Middle Claydon: Carols by 
Candlelight, a service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols, 6pm, All Saints 
Church, followed by mulled wine 
and mince pies in Claydon House. 

Tilehurst: Christingle service, 

St Michael’s Church, 9.30am. 
Eucharist with Anointing and 
Laying-on of hands, 6.30pm. 

SATURDAY 23 DECEMBER 

Reading: Candlelight Three Choirs 
Concert with audience carols at 
Reading Minster, 5pm. Supporting 
the Minster Sanctuary. Tickets 
£5 (unders 16s free) available 
from Cards for Good Causes in 
the Minster or email occasions. 
singers@gmail.com. 










































































